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ACT 1 - The terrace of a hotel in France, 8:00 P.M.
-INTERMISSION

ACTII - Amanda's flat in Paris. A few days later
(About 10:00 P.M.)

-INTERMISSION
ACT III - The same. About 8:30 the next morning.

NOTES
(A Philosophical Skirmish)

Let’s live turbulently, turbulently, turbulently
Let’s add something to the history of man,
Come what may

We'll be spectacular

And say “Hey! Hey!”

In the vernacular. . .

Let’s live boisterously, roisterously,

Let’s lead moralists the devil of a dance.

-Noel Coward’s song
“Let’s Live Dangerously”
Words and Music, 1932

.. .the modern young jazzy and high-brow person. . .treats. .(the body) as a toy to
be played with, a slightly nasty toy, but still you can get some fun out of it, before it
lets you down. These young people scoff at the importance of sex, take it like a cock-
tail. . .the young cocktaily person. . .has no respect for anything and. . . (his/her) mind
has nothing to do but play with the toys of life, sex being one of the chief toys. ..



...in our present century. . .the higher emotions are strictly dead. They have to be
faked. And by higher emotions we mean love in all its manifestations, from genuine
desire to tender love, love of our fellow man, and love of God: we mean love, joy,
delight, hope, true indignant anger, passionate sense of justice and injustice, truth
and untruth, honor an dishonor, and real belief in anything: for belief is a profound
emotion that has the mind’s connivance. All these things, today are more or less dead.
We have in their place the loud and sentimental counterfeit of all such emotion.

Never was an age more sentimental, more devoid of real feeling, more exaggerated
in false feeling, than our own. Sentimentality and counterfeit feeling have become a
sort of game, everybody trying to outdo his neighbor.

A young couple fall in counterfeit love, and fool themselves and each other completely.
But, alas, counterfeit love is good cake but bad bread. It produces fearful emotional
indigestion. Then you get a modern marriage, and a still more modern separation.

-D. H. Lawrence,
A Propos of Lady Chatterley’s Lover, 1929.

ELYOT (seriously): You mustn’t be serious, my dear one, it's just what they

want.

AMANDA: Who's they?

ELYOT: All the futile moralists who try to make life unbearable. Laugh at them. Be
flippant. Laugh at everything, all their sacred shibboleths. Flippancy brings
out the acid in their damned sweetness and light.

AMANDA: If I laugh at everything, I must laugh at us too.

ELYOT: Certainly you must. We're figures of fun all right.

-Noel Coward
Private Lives, 1930

Narcissism appears realistically to represent the best way of coping with the ten-
sions and anxieties of modern life, and the prevailing social conditions therefore tend
to bring out narcissistic traits that are present, in varying degrees, in everyone. ..A
society that fears it has no future is not likely to give much attention to the needs of
the next generation. . .

The narcissist feels consumed by his own appetites. The intensity of his oral hun-
ger leads him to make inordinate demands on his friends and sexual partners; yet in
the same breath he repudiates those demands and asks only a casual connection with-
out promise of permanence on either side. He longs to free himself from his own hun-
ger and rage, to achieve a calm detachment beyond emotion, and to outgrow his
dependence on others. He longs for the indifference to human relationships and to
life itself. . .

-Christopher Lasch,
The Culture of Narcissism, 1979

AMANDA: Darling, I believe you're talking nonsense.

ELYOT: So is everyone else in the long run. Let’s blow trumpets and squeakers, and
enjoy the party as much as we can, like very small, quite idiotic school
children. Let’s savour the delight of the moment. Come and kiss me, darling,
before your body rots. ..

-Noel Coward,
Private Lives, 1930
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