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Director’s Note

Last week, I found myself lingering in the Tustin Acting Studio after a rehearsal. Instead of having
flashbacks to the many classes and rehearsals I had in that space, I found myself reminiscing about

my Arts Merit Scholar audition, almost exactly nine years ago. I was 18. Deeply terrified and
unsure of my future, but I knew I loved acting and theatre. During my audition weekend, I very
quickly felt a pull towards Bucknell, the theatre department, and its community that I ultimately

couldn’t resist. At the time, I didn’t realize how life-changing that weekend would be. Now here I
am, 27, back on campus as an alum, directing a timely story that deeply inspires me. I don’t think
18-year-old Brooke could have ever predicted that chain of events. Directing was a discovery I

made at Bucknell. Up until that point, I had only ever viewed myself as an actor. That was all that
I had wanted to be. 

Walden finds both Stella and Cassie searching for their purpose in the universe. Fighting between
the gravitational pulls of duty and desire, and what they truly want in life. And reevaluating their

identities when they get pulled onto a new path. Sounds a bit like college, right?

In my sophomore year, I took Professor Anjalee Hutchinson’s directing class. I took the class
because it was what everyone (i.e, all of the actors) did, not because I had a particular interest in

directing. As the class progressed, I began to feel that pulling sensation again. Directing began to
unlock a part of my artistry and myself that I didn’t know existed. It was thrilling and terrifying
because I felt a shift inside myself—a shift I didn’t necessarily want to acknowledge. Similar to

Stella and Cassie, I had to have a small reckoning about what I thought I wanted in life vs. where I
was actually being drawn. After years of trying to fight the pull, I ultimately decided to embrace it

and fall headfirst into my new path of directing. I am forever grateful that I did.

The gravitational forces of life are quite strong. And it’s hard to resist gravity when it’s pulling you
in. I urge you to lean into your own “gravitational pulls”. You never know what kind of life it

might unlock for you.

Thank you to Bucknell and the Theatre & Dance Department for helping me to discover and
pursue my path and for all of your support along the way. And many, many thanks for your

generosity in inviting me back “home.” 

Thank you to our wonderful cast, crew, and production team for your work on this project. 

And thank you to YOU, for supporting collegiate theater and the liberal arts. We hope you enjoy
the show. 
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Brooke Echnat ‘21 (She/Her) is a director and theater educator based in Pittsburgh, PA, and is
honored to return to her Alma Mater to direct Walden. She specializes in curating immersive

experiences, developing new work, and creating community-centered theater. 

Brooke is a Resident Director for Vigilance Theater Group. She is also a recent alum of the
Eugene O’Neill Theater Center’s National Theater Institute Directing Program. Other
Affiliations: London Dramatic Academy, City Theatre, Pittsburgh CLO, Walt Disney

Entertainment, True Acting Institute, Michael Chekhov Association, and Ensemble Actors
Studio. She would like to thank the Bucknell Theatre & Dance Department, and her friends &

family for their support. 

Website: www.brooke-echnat.com IG: @echnat_brooke
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For 58 years, the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts has been an integral and vital partner in advancing the work
of the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival (KCACTF). The Kennedy Center staff—particularly those in the

Education Division, including Gregg Henry, Kelsey Mesa, Jordan LaSalle, and David Kilpatrick—have been outstanding
champions for our students and extraordinary partners in the leadership and operations of KCACTF for decades. We are deeply

grateful for their vision, dedication, and commitment, which have helped make KCACTF a thriving, impactful organization
that has transformed the lives of students and created a community of creativity and belonging.

Unfortunately, our affiliation with the Kennedy Center is no longer viable. Due to circumstances and decisions that do not
align with our organization’s values, the National Committee, which includes regional leadership (regional chairs, regional

playwriting chairs, regional design, technology, and management chairs, and the building opportunity through leadership and
development chairs) has voted to suspend our affiliation with the Kennedy Center. We are proceeding with the eight vibrant

regional conferences as planned for 2026.
We want to assure you that this change does not mark an end—but a new chapter. The KCACTF National Committee and the

Regional conferences have long been operated under a separate nonprofit organization, ACTF Management, Ltd. The
American College Theatre Festival will continue, and we are confident that we can and will sustain the extraordinary

opportunities, celebrations, and connections that define our work. We remain steadfast in our mission to encourage, recognize,
and celebrate the finest and most diverse work created in college and university theatre programs; to provide opportunities for
participants to develop their skills, insight, and professionalism; to elevate the quality of theatre produced in higher education;
to champion distinguished productions of new plays—especially those written by students—as well as revitalized classics and

bold, experimental works, and building opportunity through leadership and development.
The leadership of ACTF Management, Ltd. has been thoughtfully preparing for this transition and is confident in a positive,

sustainable path forward. We ask for your grace and patience as we continue to plan, reorganize, and explore this new structure
and national partnerships. We are committed to transparent communication and will keep you updated regularly as plans

develop. ACTF will continue to serve as a ghostlight—a beacon of joy, a sanctuary for all, and a place where every artist feels
seen, safe, welcomed, celebrated, and beloved.

With care and gratitude,
The American College Theatre Festival National Committee

 This production is entered in the American College Theater Festival (ACTF). The aims of this national theater education
program are to identify and promote quality in college-level theater production. To this end, each production entered is
eligible for a response by a regional ACTF representative, and selected students and faculty are invited to participate in
ACTF programs involving scholarships, internships, grants and awards for actors, directors, dramaturgs, playwrights,

designers, stage managers, critics, and arts leadership at both the regional and national levels.

Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for invitation to the ACTF regional festival and may also be
considered for national awards recognizing outstanding achievement in production, design, direction and performance.

Last year more than 1,500 productions were entered in the (KC)ACTF involving more than 200,000 students nationwide.
By entering this production, our theater department is sharing in the ACTF goals to recognize, reward, and celebrate the

exemplary work produced in college and university theaters across the nation.



Generous support by the Bucknell Association for the Arts, Richard A Klein Theatre and
Dance Endowment, the Skvarla Family, the Office of the President, and the Benson Fund
have made guest artists’ residencies, master classes and workshops for our 2025-26 artistic

season possible.

Theatre and Dance respectfully acknowledges and recognizes our responsibility to the original
and current caretakers of this land, water and air: the Susquehannock peoples and all of their

ancestors and descendants, past, present and future. We live and create our art here within the
Bucknell community and we strive to honor those caretakers of this homeland in our presence

and work

Taking photographs, and the use of recording devices are strictly prohibited. Please turn off
your cell phones and other electronics before the performance begins. Thank you.
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