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DIRECTOR’S NOTES

The Oracle at Delphi foretold of a son of Laius who would murder his father
and sleep with his mother. So began the myth that would give birth to one
of the greatest tragic heroines of Greek drama. In his Antigone, Sophocles
tells a story of great heroism: of a young girl sacrificing her life for a
principle. Sophocles’ Antigone is driven with piety and her death reaffirms
“‘the unwritten and unfailing statutes of heaven’’ (Antigone, Sophocles).

Anouilh is a classical writer with a modern vision. He retells the myth
of Antigone with a contemporary voice, painting us an Antigone who is
not so much a tragic heroine as she is a victim of tragedy. The audience
Anouilh originally addressed during the Nazi occupation of France must have
found the confrontation between Creon and Antigone intensely relevant
as a passionate struggle between individual and state; as an uprising against
oppression. And yet, even out of this context, Anouilh’s tragedy continues
to disturb us profoundly, for at its core burns a conflict that is basic to us
all as human beings.
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