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Please Note: The taking of photographs and the use of recording devices are strictly prohibited. Please turn off your cell phones 
before the performance begins. Thank you.  
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Directly following the performance on Sunday, February 23,  

there will be  a forum on this production with the director,   

cast and crew of the show Hope you can join us! 
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DIRECTOR'S NOTE

cast and crew BIOgraphies

         “In the theatre, we reach out and touch the past... so that we might receive  
                                       and relive significant and relevant human questions in the present  
                 and then pass them on to future generations.”  — Anne Bogart, “Stereotype”

The essence of Anne Bogart’s statement above resonates through the pages and performance of Lauren 
Gunderson’s play, The Revolutionists.  When the student artists and I first gathered six weeks ago, we voiced 
our hopes and fears for this particular production. One that crossed into both categories (hopes and fears) and 
seemed to have meaning for all of us in some measure was how to “do these characters justice,” how to best 
give them back their truncated lives that history had maligned, misrepresented, or made invisible all together.  
We collectively felt an immense responsibility to not only authenticate them, but to honor the comedy that 
Gunderson places on their communal backdrop of terror--a refracting buffer created, perhaps, to wryly and more 
safely approach their collective violence, pain and trauma. 

Because of this, we knew we were tasked to carry them together as women, as storytelling vessels, as artistic 
bridges into the present in a way that audiences could see them in a new historical light and, more importantly, 
as a clear reflection of their contemporary counterparts. It is those individuals we honor with this production 
tonight--all the people of everyday life who are willing to risk reputation, livelihood, and anonymity by placing 
their bodies and body politic on the line. Those who struggle now for the generations to follow, so that moving 
forward, they won’t have to fight nearly as hard and sacrifice nearly as much to live with their full humanity intact.  

Without the grace and graciousness of these amazing Bucknell artists who stand before you tonight, who have 
collaboratively and courageously worked on this performance both onstage and off, and who have given tirelessly 
these past six week to artistically build its narrative, we could not have voiced our fears and realized our hopes 
in such a performatively perfect way.  This is not to say the performance is perfect; it’s flawed and sublime in 
all the beautiful and glorious ways that theatre can be. But the lives that resound from its pages, platforms, and 
studio walls are perfectly penned because they get to speak over and over and over. Marianne, Olympe, Charlotte, 
and Marie. Their hearts beat together with yours across small and large expanses of time and space. And you, 
the audiences who have come to watch and listen, get the privilege of carrying them on your backs to future 
generations of revolutionists who will follow. Thank you. You have quieted our fears and resounded our hopes.

So enjoy.  
And take note.  
This is no small matter that you hold in your hearts and your hands.

Thank you for supporting the performing arts.  And thank you for keeping these once silenced voices alive.

“Life — too strong to stop, too sweet to lose...”     — Willa Cather

GUEST ARTIST BIO 
Dr. Karin Waidley (Director-Visiting Assistant Professor of Theatre) has been an artist and an academic for 
over two decades. She holds an advanced degree in Acting from Northwestern University and a PhD from the 
University of Washington. Waidley spent 12 years as a Professor and Director of Theatre at Western Colorado 
University specializing in devising original work and theatre for social justice.  She has been awarded multiple 
grants for developing new work, has published in several journals, presents at national and international 
conferences annually, and most recently was a Fulbright Scholar in Kenya in 2017-2018. She is currently a 
Fulbright Specialist in Theatre. She has recently worked as the Director of Education for the prevention 
of gender-based violence at a non-profit in Jackson, Wyoming and is a Visiting Professor of Theatre at 
Bucknell University this spring. Her current research is in the linking of storytelling and performance with the 
neurobiology and healing of trauma. She is also currently working on a co-edited anthology about Kenyan 
Theatre and Performance.
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