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SEITING

Scene: An apartment off an alley in St. Louis

Part I: Preparation for a Gentleman Caller.

Part II: The Gentleman calls.

.Time: Now (1940%) and the Past (19305%)

— There will be one 10-minute intermission —

Smoking, the taking of photographs, and the use of recording devices are strictly prohibited.
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[ENNESSEE WILLIANS

Born Thomas Lanier Williams on March 26, 1911 in Columbus, Mississippi. In 1918
the Williams family moved to St. Louis, Missouri. Eleven years later, in 1929, Williams
became interested in playwriting while at the University of Missouri (Columbia) and
Washington University (St. Louis). His university years, however, were cut short when,
in 1931 at his father’s instigation, Williams left and began work at a St. Louis shoe factory
during the Depression. Little theatre groups produced some of his work, encouraging him
to study dramatic writing at the University of lowa, where he earned a B.A. in 1938,
His first recognition came when American Blues (1939), a group of one-act plays, won a
Group Theatre award. Williams, however, continued to work at jobs ranging from theatre
usher to Hollywood scriptwriter until success came with The Glass Menagerie (1944).
Williams’ next major play, A Streetcar Named Desire (1947), won a Pulitzer Prize and in
1953 Camino Real was produced. His Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (1955) was made into a
successful film, as was The Night of the Iguana (1961). This was followed by Suddenly
Last Summer (1958), Sweet Bird of Youth (1959), and other plays throughout the 70’s and
805. Tennessee Williams died in New York City on February 25th, 1983, His legacy
goes on, as Williams’ plays are widely translated and performed around the world.

Two excerpts from Tennessee Williams’ personal writings

“My nerves are tied in knots today. I have plunged into one of my periodic neuroses . . .
they are a Williams family trait, I suppose. Destroyed my sister’s mind and made my
father a raging drunkard. In me they take the form of little interior storms that show
remarkably little from the outside but which create a deep chasm between myself and
other people . . .~

Letter to Donald Windham, 28 July 1943

“Tassure you that the South is the country of my heart as well as my birth. If T were
writing about Yankees, promise you I would find every bit of ‘damnation’ among them —
and not as much charm! I don't think of my little people as damned — not as long as
they keep courage and gallantry. Those are the qualities, bred in the bones of the people
['write about . . . I write out of love for the South. But I cant expect Southerners to
realize that my writing about them is an expression of love. It is out of a regret for a
South that no longer exists that I write of the forces that have destroyed it . . . There is
still the Cavalier tradition the North never had and loss of the dog-eat-dog attitude,
though it disturbs me to find the South so conservative in its social point of view.”
Quoted in Remember Me to Tom by Edwina Dakin Williams

Tennessee Williams on “The Glass Menagerie”

“Being a ‘memory play,’ The Glass Menagerie can be presented with unusual freedom of
convention. Because of its considerably delicate or tenuous material, atmospheric touches
and subtleties of direction play a particularly important part. Expressionism and all
other unconventional techniques, in drama have only one valid aim, and that is a closer
approach to truth. When a play employs unconventional techniques, it is not, or certainly
shouldn't be, trying to escape its responsibility of dealing with reality, or interpreting
experience, but is actually or should be attempting to find a closer approach, a more
penetrating and vivid expression of things as they are. The straight realistic play with its
genuine Frigidaire and authentic ice-cubes, its characters who speak exactly as its audience

speaks, corresponds to the academic landscape and has the sarme virtue of a photographic
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