WILD OATS
Of, The Strolling Gentlemen

: | JOHN
O’KEEFFE

The original ,productilon operied at .
Covent Garden, April 1791

| CAST LIST
CHARACTERS IN ORDER OF SPEAKING |

‘
JOHN DORY, valet de chambre to

ST GEATEE ot e M o e R s e o e Lawrence Hochman
SIR GEORGE THUNDER a ‘retired naval ; .
(0t & 13/ P RSP e B RS SOy Dennis Baumwoll
EPHRAIM SMOOTH, a Quaker, and steward to !
LADY AMARANTH ....... ghs ERF R, *......7Devin Ward

LADY AMARANTH
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FACK: ROIVIERG o S RSt \ KT I o Douglas Montgomery*
" FARMER GAMMON Matthew Andersen*
Jose De La Mar*
Jennifer Clarke*
.................. Karl Pattén
John Shinske*

Mary McGlynn*
David Mitchell*

JANE, daughter to, Farmer Gammon
BANKS, an unbeneficed clergyman
TWITCH, a baliff

VRETRI = R A Chris Armstrong
LANDLORD, of :*\PhE S0 5 cmid v v v in g i lan Hall*
+LRAP, partner tonlamiemy : o gmrr: e oo David Himmelreich*

................. Peter Bandarenko*
. Christine Bernmger Jennifer Noa*

LAMP, a theatrlcal manager
MAIDS, to Lady Amaranth .
AMELIA; sister to Banks

> in performance.

-

. The Tragedy of O’Keeffe’s life was his blindness, an affliction which
came upon this one-time actor and student of painting in his late twenties,
thereby cutting off most othcr means of employment other than

playwriting. He néver was able to see the majority of his dramatic works
\

Inchbald 's British Thealre 1808

The theatre was O’Keeffe’s passion. Every character within its walls
received his due from O’Keeffe’s pen in his Recollections, from the great
actors: Garrick, Spranger Barry, William Lewis, and the great writers: ;
Congreve and Sheridan, to the lowly small part players and the many
cogs in the theatre machine. He said of himself:

‘“‘Perhaps I may not be accused of much vanity when I state that -
Sheridan often gave his full opinion that I was the first that turned the -
public taste from the dullness of sentiment into which it was rapidly
l'allmg towards the sprightly channel of comic humour and that I was
the only one that could do this.’

- He died in 1833. SRR =

\

QNAACTORS

They live from’hand to mouth: they plunge from want into luxury;
they have no means of making money ‘‘breed.’” Uncertain of the future,
they make sure of the present moment. Chilled with poverty, s‘!e\eped
in contempt, they sometimes pass into the sunshine of fortune, and are
lifted to the very pinnacle of public favour yet even there cannot calculate
on the continuance of success.

If there is any tendency to dissipation beyond this infthe profession
of players it is owing to the prejudices entertained agalmt them, to that
spirit of bigotry which in a neighbouring country would deny actors’
Christian burial after their death and to that cant of criticism which in
our own slurs over their characters, while léering with a half-witted jest.

It is the romantic mixture of the hero and the vagabond that constitutes
the essence of the player’s life. It is the transition from their real to their
" assumed characters, from the contgmpt of the world to the applause of
the multitude, that gives zest to the latter and raises them as much above
common humanity at night, as in the daytime they are depressed below it.

: William Hazlitt, 1817
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=/ —ON-QUAKERS™ S —

The best recreation of a Christian is the relief of stress; and his chief
delight to prombte the knowledge, and to exalt the glory of his Heavenly
Master; and this is-most effectively done under hlS holy influence, by '
a llfe of faith, purity and general benevolence. ‘

A © Epistle from the Yearly Meeting of Quakers, 1799

Modesty is pérticularly conspicuous in their looks and in their.whole
outward demeanor. It is conspicuous in their conversation. It is
consprcuous also in their dress.

, A Portraiture of Quakerism
g Thomas Clarkson, 1806

‘The play takes place in Hampshire around 1790
There vyill be one intermission of ten’ minutes

5 NOTES &

THE AUTHOR

' John Q’Keeffe, born in Dublin, 1747, was a
writer of dramas, farces, pantomimes and comic
operas numbermg well over seventy. In assessing
the comic writers of the 18th century, William
Hazlitt wrote:

“‘O’Keeffe mlght well be called ours Enghsh

.. smaller but the spirit is the same. In light,
R careless laughter, and pleasant exaggerations of
the Humours we have had no one equal to him.
There is no labour or contrivance in his scengs, but the drollery of his
subject seems to strike'irresistibly upon his fancy and run away with his
discretion as it does with ours. He is himself a Modern Antique. His fancy
has all the quaintness and extravagaince of the old writers, and the ease:
and lightness which the moderns arrogate to themselves. All his pieces
are dehghtful o

Oxberry’s English Drama, 1320

Moliere. The scale of the moglern writer was -

. QUAKERS ON THE THEATRE '

" Avoid sporx’s,‘ f)lays, and all suth diversions as tending to alienate the
mind from God. . It is apparent to ‘ours very great grief, that the
simplicity and dlstmgwshmg plainness of our profcssron respecting
lapguage, apparel and behaviour is too much departed from us.
Epistile of the Yaarly Meeting, 1738

Frequent and earnest have beer’the Advices of former Yearly Meetings,
that all under our name may avoid the attendance of vain sports and
places of amusement, which divert the mind from serious reflection and
incline it to wantonness and vanity. Undérstanding that diversions of
this kind are spreading and playhouses increasing in various places, we °
" are concerned to renew a caution on this subject: being clearly convinced
of the permcnous effects of these evil practices; the inventions of
degenerate men.

Epistle of the Yearly Meeting, 1785
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