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THERE WILL A 10-MINUTE INTERMISSION




Directly following the performance on Saturday February 23rd, there will be a
forum on this production. Guest speaker will be Jeffrey Bowen of the Physics
and Astronomy department at Bucknell University. Also taking part in the forum
will be the director, cast and crew. Hope you can join us!

DIRECTOR’S NOTES

This is the truth as | know it: elusive, multi-faceted, changing under observation.
Also, capable of great explosion.” — Carson Kreitzer, playwright

What if we could crack open the mind and heart of one of the world’s most influential
physicists, the Father of the Atomic Bomb, J. Robert Oppenheimer? There are hundreds
of books, films, and documentaries on Oppenheimer that offer valuable perspectives on
his life. And yet, these singular interpretations cannot adequately express the multiple
truths of his life. We know from quantum physics that there are simultaneous realities —
an infinite amount of parallel universes. To crack open the mind, the heart, the soul, the
life of J. Robert Oppenheimer would mean diving into kaleidoscopic layers of scientific
reality, political reality, spiritual reality, marital reality, sensual reality, mythical reality,
cultural reality, and many, many more invisible, hidden realities. The power of theatre
lies precisely in this ability to make visible the invisible, to express the inexpressible.

The focus on simultaneous reality and imagination is what makes Kreitzer's The
Love Song of J. Robert Oppenheimer different from other plays with similar subject
matter. One of the leading characters in the play is a female creature from Hebrew
Mythology named Lilith — this doesn’t sound too much like historical drama, does it?
But Lilith's multi-faceted relationship with Oppie is one of the most enlightening
aspects of the play in terms of interrogating his life of achievement and alienation.
Love Song weaves together “historical” documented events with hidden layers of
realities that are imaginatively cracked open.

One of the key “elusive truths” in Love Song is the coexistence of discovery and
destruction. The creation of the atomic bomb marked our entrance into the nuclear
age, replete with astounding technological advances, but also dangerous competition
for absolute power, fears of mass global destruction, and crucial moral dilemmas.
Oppenheimer thought scientists should believe in the inherent “good" of knowledge,
that curiosity and discovery were intrinsically valuable to humanity. At the same time,
the reason the scientific research at Los Alamos was funded was wholly military. There
is enormous tension between scientific curiosity and practical application.

The “Tech/no” Forum Series that has been happening at Bucknell the past two
semesters investigates this same dichotomy of the “promises and perils” of technology.
| hope that this production of The Love Song of J. Robert Oppenheimer adds a new
dimension to the ongoing discussion of technological advancement and will invite us
to personally interrogate how we interpret the life of Oppenheimer, who dared to
“disturb the universe.”
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Party '12 (assistant director); Aria da Capo '12 (director); Pride and Prejudice '11 (Jane
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prohibited. Please turn off your cell phones and mobile devices before the performance begins.
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(Cast and Crew Biographies continued)
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Generous support by the Bucknell Association for the Arts and the Richard A.
Klein Theatre and Dance Endowment has made our 2012-2013 artistic season
guest artists’ residencies, master classes and workshops possible.

Special thanks to Bloomsburg Theatre Ensemble, Tim Pavlechko in Athletics
and Recreation, Jeff Bowen, Gary Grant, Anjalee Deshpande Hutchinson,
Ethan Van Buskirk, and The Department of Physics and Astronomy.

UPCOMING EVENTS

CHOREOGRAPHER’S SHOWCASE
Directed by Er-Dong Hu
featuring faculty, student and guest artist choreography
April 5 at 8 p.m. and April 6 at 2 p.m * Tustin Studio Theatre

LEGACY DANCE CONCERT
Directed by Er-Dong Hu
featuring faculty, student and guest artist choreography
April 26 and 27 at 8 p.m. « Tustin Studio Theatre

MASK, MOVEMENT, AND MAYHEM
an original work directed by guest artist Kali Quinn
April 12, 14, 15 at 8 p.m.; April 13 at 2 p.m. « Harvey M. Powers Theatre
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