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THERE WILL BE A 10-MINUTE INTERMISSION

PLEASE NOTE: Smoking, the taking of photographs, and the use of recording devices are strictly prohibited.
Please turn off your cell phones and mobile devices before the performance begins. Thank you.

This production contains violent content and images, sudden loud sound, fog and haze effects.
This production is not intended for young children.
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Directly following the performance on October 20, there will be a forum on this production.
Our guest speakers will be Professors Rebecca Willoughby and Jean Peterson of the Bucknell
University English Department. Also taking part in the forum will be the director, cast and crew.
Hope you can join us!

A Test of Our ‘Undaunted Mettle: Macbeth in 2012
by Rebecca Willoughby

If, during the course of this production, you find yourself intrigued or frightened, you are not alone. If, as you
sit here in this darkened theatre, you find yourself understanding, empathizing, and even pitying Macbeth,

you are also not alone. Ultimately, this identification with Macbeth, this recognition of his world, may in fact
be the most frightening aspect of Shakespeare’s play: that while we find the events horrible, Macbeth’s actions
despicable and wrong, they are temptations and acts that we might see playing out in our own world — and still
we watch, just as many, many audiences have done before us.

Features of this play are designed to scare. There is murder and intrigue, magic and ghosts. Yet you are not at the
Cineplex suffering through the latest horror flick. You are experiencing Shakespeare, a writer whom many scholars
agree penned some of the finest literature ever written in English, whose mention has become synonymous with
“culture” and “art.” Further, you might be interested to notice that you’ve sought this “entertainment” out for
yourself. You, in fact, paid for a ticket to see actors go through these bloody motions before you. If these acts, these
themes, are so horrible, why are you here? Why would anyone want to watch such things?

In point of fact, audiences have been flocking to entertainments such as this for centuries, if not millennia. And
while Aristotle’s argument that tragic drama purges the negative emotions of pity and fear, when we examine this
description, we can probably agree that with Macbeth, we’re going far beyond a tragic flaw, and into the realm of



truly unimaginable cruelty; deep, penetrating human darkness and violence. It then becomes undeniable that there
is something within us that is morbidly curious about lives and bodies being destroyed, something that writhes
with disgust but is somehow also excited by this representation of that which in real life we would call intolerable.

Aye, there’s the rub, as Hamlet would say. It’s fiction, it’s representation, it’s safe. We can see this violence and no
one really gets hurt. But isn’t that even a bit more disturbing? That we would choose to represent such horror,
for fun? There is enough real horror in the world that we condemn: terrorism, genocide, war, hunger, epidemics.
No one could pay us enough to view these social ills, and if we do see them, we're often compelled to try and help
stop them from happening. Yet we pay for the privilege of watching murder, revenge, ambition, and pride wreck
the lives and occasion the deaths of these characters. Audiences of Shakespeare’s day paid, and we pay, too. What
is the real price of this violence? Proximity to violence could be the central conundrum of Macbeth, and other
pieces of entertainment like it, presented to popular acclaim by audiences of many different ages. In no other work
by Shakespeare are we asked to so closely identify with a murderer; someone we could call both the hero and the
villain. We see Macbeth’s inner struggle, even when his wife blunders forward with their plan. We see his terrifying
visions when no one else can. We can understand his logic, even though we know he is making a horrible choice.
We are him. His horror is our own.

And the seeming madness of this sort of drama continues: we need only examine new releases at the movie theatre
to see that while technology has changed, culture has changed, and media has changed, people have not: we still,
by and large, seek out violence for entertainment, and the industry is booming. We are still the groundlings, atten-
tion rapt to see what terrible thing will happen next — their impassioned ghosts still haunt each terrible act that
we receive in the spirit of entertainment. Is our pleasure in the ability, then, to exit the theatre none the worse for
wear? Or are we really so undamaged by what we see? We understand the lines between fiction and reality, but yet
we search, perhaps even yearn, for entertainment that represents the very worst in us, our elemental capacity —
often denied — for extremes of emotion: passion, hatred, jealousy, ambition, and yes, even murder.

Perhaps it is the subconscious acknowledgement of those buried capacities that leads us here, to this theatre, at this
moment. But in our recognition of the similarities between Macbeth and ourselves, and between his world and
ours, we must also be able to envision our capacity for goodness, forgiveness, and generosity. It is because we share
a nature so complex and wonderful that we can embody both the damned and the hopeful, and to cultivate the
balance between the two extremes.
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in Opera and Theatre from the University of Maryland College Park, is an Affiliate Artist with The Bloomsburg
Theatre Ensemble, and is the Artistic Director of FightTrix: a theatre company that trains actors and students for
Stage and Film Fighting. Through the course of Bucknell University’s 2010-11 school year, Samantha had the
opportunity to apply her singing and vocal coaching skills for the casts of Shepardfest, The Bacchae and individual
students, Eddie Pailet, Stephanie Walters, Emily Hooper and Sheridan Gates. Other professional affiliations are
Voice and Movement Instructor with the Electric Theatre Company and Improviser with the Commedia dell’Arte
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nail technician. Her interest in makeup and hair began at a young age while she was a ballet student at Maryland
Youth Ballet. She has worked with many local high school and community theatre productions as well as
professional companies such as: Goldwell Inc., Cinema Secrets by Maurice Stein, and Arthur Murray Dance
Studio. Sarah continues to provide makeup services for weddings and hair fashion editorials. She also creates
hand painted ornaments and various mediums through her company “Sugar Plum Traditions.”
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VICTORIA MOYER '13 (Lady MacBeth) Bucknell: The Wild Party’12 (Assistant Director), Aria da Capo’12
(Director); Pride and Prejudice’11 (Jane Bennet); The Bacchae’11 (Maenad Syriana); Be You[tiful] ’10 (various
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SIMONE SPIRA '13 (Witch 1/Porter): Pride and Prejudice (Mary Bennet); Cocktail Theatre 2010 — Nightswim
(Rosie); Cocktail Theatre 09 — Superhero (Rachel); Almost, Maine 11 (Director)
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Boomerang Theatre Company: Hamlet ’12 (directing intern).
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Upcoming Events

Mainstage Events:
Fall Dance Concert directed by Kelly Knox, featuring faculty, student, and guest artist
choreography. November 30 and December 1 at 8 p.m. in the Harvey M. Powers Theatre.

The Lovesong of ]. Robert Oppenheimer directed by Victoria Moyer ’13. February 22, 24 and
25 at 8 p.m and Saturday February 23 at 2 p.m. in the Tustin Studio Theatre.

Mask, Movement and Mayhem an original work directed by guest artist Kali Quinn. April
12, 14 and 15 at 8 p.m. and Saturday, April 13 at 2 p.m. in the Harvey M. Powers Theatre.

Other Events:
Fall Dance Showcase directed by Dustyn Martincich featuring faculty, student, and guest artist
choreography. November 9 at 8 p.m. and November 10 at 2 p.m. in the Harvey M. Powers Theatre.

Cocktail Theatre, Directing I students present A Night of One Act Plays.
December 3 and 4 at 5 p.m. in the Tustin Studio Theatre.

Nightcaps, Directing 1 students in their senior year present ‘Gruesome Playground Injuries’ by
Rajiv Joseph. December 3 and 4 at 9 p.m. in the Tustin Studio Theatre.

Choreographer’s Showcase directed by Er-Dong Hu featuring faculty, student, and guest artist
choreography. April 5 at 8 p.m. and April 6 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m in the Tustin Studio Theatre.
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