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SPEAKING ABOUT THE PLAY

Aristophanes lived out his youth under the shadow of a vicious and
unpopular war that dragged on interminably between Athens and Sparta.

Attica was ravaged by repeated invasion, famine, and plague. Athens it-

self was a refugee city, overcrowded and underfed.

Four years before Lysistrata was first acted, Athens had conquered
the neutral island of Melos and annihilated its male inhabitants. This in-
cident had deepened the rift between the hawks and doves of Athens.

Then, just a year before Aristophanes composed Lysistrata, Athens sent
a mighty armada against Sicily. Shortly before it sailed, someone — per-
haps a group of peace demonstrators — knocked the noses and phalluses
off all the statues of Hermes in the city. The Athenians read in this act
not only public outrage but also an ill omen for the forthcoming military
venture. Amidst public dissension and under a cloud of superstitious ap-
prehension, the great fleet set sail to its doom. In the Sicilian Expedition,
Athens lost great numbers of her young men and ships and nearly ex-
hausted her capacity (spiritual as well as economic) to continue the war.

It was in this atmosphere that Aristophanes wrote the last of his great
comedies dedicated to peace. That he should have found anything left to
laugh about is truly amazing. But, of course, it had to be laughter with a
difference. In the Acharnians Aristophanes had said “Let’s laugh the war-
mongers out of existence, and each Athenian make his own peace.” In the
Peace he had said “There are others like us in Sparta; let’s get together and
pull together and we might make it.”

But now, in the Lysistrata, the laughter has a somber background. It
is a laugh. What emerges is part farce and part dream — a dream of what
might have been and could be if only we could resort to solutions of an
absurd and lovely simplicity — if only men could be persuaded to lay
down their arms and walk away from war.

Lysistrata’s name means nothing less than “Disperser-of-Armies.”

—H. M. P.
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THINGS ARE HAPPENING . . . at
CTHE PLAECE™ a shop just
for you who are individualists —
BROZMAN'S 400 Market — Lewisburg
SCENE
Outside the gates to the Acropolis.
A A A
INSTRUMENTALISTS
Percussion Arrangements by Barry Floyd
Trumpet Arrangements by Rich Eisenberg
Biano and Organm ..o, cssehsvisniinessppssasenstsvssisviissssy Peter Eggers
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We owe special thanks to WVBU for their technical assistance.
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at
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THE WARDROBE
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N AU AL LR

L T TR e}

P T Lt L L L N LR L T e

G O T

LR L R R R T e

B. O. DAUBERT, INC.
Plumbing, Heating
and
Air Conditioning Services
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Lewisburg — Sunbury
Bloomsburg — Selinsgrove
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Let’s face it — those filmy, saf-
fron gowns worn by the women of
Athens to tantalize their men are
hard to come by these days. But
you're sure to find outfits that are
equally as alluring in the sportswear

shop of the Lyons Shop.

The impact is on excitement —
Daring see-through blouses (do you
dare to excite your man that much?)
The “harem” look — BARE mid-
riffs tops galore. with coordinated
wide leg pants. in plush velour or

rich lace.

And most important of all — the
bikinis. The waters of the Aegean
will warm to the woman in a flowery
bikini from the Lyons Shop’s large
collection. Cut-outs provide the
points of interest to your fashionoble

one-piece suit from the Lyons Shop.

Lyons Shop girls will be turning
the heads of men everywhere they
travel this summer. Why not stop in
and browse in our sportswear shop?
Make sure you're well armed for a

summer full of conquests for love.

The Lyons
Shop

Market Street Lewisburg
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SYMPATHY

Bucknell U. Bookstore
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Perhaps a look through our large
selection of outlines and study
aids could reduce the RISK . . .
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