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Setting: London 1869

The world premier production of The Sweet Science of Bruising
opened at Southwark Playhouse, London, on Wednesday, 3 October 2018.

The Sweet Science of Bruising transferred to Wilton's Music Hall,
London, and opened on Wednesday, 5 June 2019.



Production Staff
Assistant Stage Managers �������������������������������������������������������� Giselle Mayer ‘27, Julia Piccolino ‘27, Niamh O’Meara ‘28
Costume Studio Manager �������������������������������������������������������� Sierra Pete
Assistant Costumer & Lead Draper ������������������������������������ Natalie Shoch
Costume TAs ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Eliana Estes ‘25, Ana Eckert ‘26, Caroline Williams ‘26
Scenic Charge�������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Evelyn Pierce ‘25
Paint Crew ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Cory Sanderson ‘25, Jordyn Tish ‘26
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CONTENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL WARNING: Please be advised that this play contains depictions of 
violence, spousal abuse, coercion, forced genital surgery, prostitution, explicit language, and strobe lights.

The director, cast and artistic teams involved in The Sweet Science of Bruising recognize the 
problematic and tragic histories connected to our country's government and it's unethical treatment 
of the Susquhannok, upon who's unseated lands the Harvey M. Powers theatre was built. As theatre 
artists, we choose to uplift stories that unpack the ways in which harm was and is normalized in our 
society so that we may better understand how to fight these kinds of injustices together. We invite 

everyone in our community to join us in learning and sharing more about the Susquehannock, as well 
all Native Americans, who were our country's very first ancestors and heroes.

The Sweet Science of Bruising 
PLAYLIST

Created by: Anna Fox-Holladay



Director's Note
Anjalee Deshpande Hutchinson
Sweet Science of Bruising 2024

Are we living in a dystopian novel or are we on the hero's journey?

We live in cynical times. Problematic times. Traumatic times. Is this very different from what came before? 
Or have we been fighting oppressive forces for generations? The youngest adults among us seem the most 
affected by pessimism of the culture we live in. They are most susceptible to the belief that the world is in 
freefall, that we cannot effect change, that nothing we do matters in the long run. 

And yet, when hope somehow manifests itself through courage, the courage to say yes, to say 
“I will try to win the game despite the hand I was dealt”, or to say “I am capable of winning, that we are 
capable of winning” -  somehow the world begins to shift on its axis and we are no longer without the power 
to make change. Power seems to require hope, or rather - the courage to hope, in order to manifest.

This is not a show about boxing. Rather, boxing and fighting are ways for the women in this story to manifest 
their inner strength and power. Power over their own lives, over their own autonomy, over their own journeys. 
Although there are many depictions in this play about the oppression, trauma and victimization these women 
face during the time that they lived, this is not a play about their injuries. It is a play about their journeys 
towards healing. Because a bruise is not a fixed thing. A bruise is not a permanent wound. A bruise is the body, 
having taken impact, in the process of healing itself. The strong and resilient women of this play are able to 
heal themselves and their communities from the injuries of the time they live in and the people who seek to 
control them and do them harm. They are not bound by who they are told they should be or what they are 
told they should fear. Rather, they find the strength to define their own journeys, identities and possibilities. 
Individually -  and together in community, when all odds are against them - they find the strength to fight and 
to win.

What if this is not just a story, but a reminder? What if all of the visible and invisible bruises of our lives and 
our times are not permanent wounds but rather, temporary impacts of our fight to overcome perpetual 
forces that seek to control and to harm. What if our world, black and blue and seemingly beaten, is already in 
the process of healing? In the process of getting back up. In the process of fighting back. What if our spirits are 
more resilient than the punches we've taken. Imagine the future we could win together.

Special thanks to Iris Cazzaniga�
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KATHERYN BROWN ‘25 she/her (Matilda “Matty” Blackwell) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Men on Boats 
(William Dunn), Cocktails: Fuck Tori Amos (Audrey).

MIGUEL CAMACHO ‘25 he/him (Male-Identifying Characters Understudy) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: 
Cocktails: A Coal County Christmas Carol (Bob Cratchit).

ZOE FLEURY ‘27 she/her (Polly Stokes) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee (Jimmi Eichenbaum), Men on Boats (Ashley Crew), University: A New Generation (Ellen).

BRYSON FUHRER ‘27 he/him (Dr. James Bell/Forster/Referee/Victorian Man) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: 
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (Chip), Cocktail Theatre 2023 (Male Understudy), University: A 
New Generation (Teacher/Jackson).
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PAIGE GILMARTIN ‘26 she/her (Aunt George/Victorian Man) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (Mitch Mahoney/Barfee U/S), Men on Boats (John Wesley Powell), Gross 
Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde (Understudy/Dramaturg), The One-Act Play That Goes Wrong 
(Annie), Lost Girl (The Boy/Slightly U/S), Kodachrome (The Librarian), Bucknell Voice Lab: Little Shop of 
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ALICE JACKINS ‘25 she/her (Assistant Director) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Fall Dance Concert ‘23 (Stage 
Manager/Lighting Designer), Fall Dance Showcase ‘23 (Lighting Designer), Men On Boats (Asst. Lighting 
Designer), University: A New Generation (Director), Spring Dance Concert ‘23 (Lighting Designer), Spring 
Dance Showcase ‘23 (Choreographer/Lighting Designer), Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde 
(Stage Manager/Lighting Designer), Fall Dance Concert ‘22 (Lighting Designer), Fall Dance Showcase ‘22 
(Lighting Designer), Kodachrome (Lighting Designer), Spring Dance Showcase ‘22 (Stage Manager/Lighting 
Designer), Cocktails: Light The Way Back (Director), Fall Dance Concert ‘21 (Lighting Designer), Electra (Stage 
Manager), Anxious People (Stage Manager/Lighting Designer/Sound Designer).
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Putnam County Spelling Bee (Assistant Stage Manager), God of Carnage (Assistant Stage Manager), University: 
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Director), Cocktails: Fuck Tori Amos (Director), Lost Girl (Mother), Electra (Warrior), Appropriate (Cassidy 
Understudy/Assistant Stage Manager), Anxious People (K).
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Upcoming Theatre & Dance Events

Please Note: Taking  photographs, and the use of recording devices are strictly prohibited.
Please turn off your cell phones and other electronics before the performance begins. Thank you.

Fall 2024
Fall Dance ShowcaseFall Dance Showcase

Friday, November 15, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, November 16, 2 p.m.

Harvey M. Powers Theatre

Fall Dance ConcertFall Dance Concert
Friday & Saturday, December 6 & 7, 7:30 p.m.

Harvey M. Powers Theatre

 Cocktail and Nightcap Theatre: Evening  Cocktail and Nightcap Theatre: Evening 
of One-Actsof One-Acts

 Monday & Tuesday, December 9 & 10, Time TBA
Tustin Studio Theatre

Spring 2025
MacbitchesMacbitches

Friday & Saturday, February 14 & 15, 7:30 p.m.
Tustin Studio Theatre

Choreographer’s ShowcaseChoreographer’s Showcase
Friday, March 28, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 29, 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Tustin Studio Theatre

Twelfth NightTwelfth Night
Friday & Saturday, April 11 & 12, 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 13, 2 p.m.
Monday, April 14, 7:30 p.m.

Tustin Studio Theatre

Spring Dance ConcertSpring Dance Concert
Friday & Saturday, May 2 & 3, 7:30 p.m.
Weis Center for the Performing Arts





Bucknell.edu/TheatreAndDance • Bucknell.edu/BoxOffice
             bu_theatre_dance                           Bucknell University Department of Theatre & Dance   

Cap and Dagger 2.0

2024-2025  Theatre & Dance Contributors
Laurie Aburdene P’98,’00, Robin Adams, Georgia (Lenfest) Armstrong ‘69, M’92, P’89, Chuck 

Arnao ‘69, P’14,  Justine Bailey ‘10, Emma Battle ‘22, Jill Baumbach ‘14, Ashley (Elder) Bishop’98, 
Nancy Boo P’25, John Bravman and Wendelin Wright, David Bristol P’16, Isabelle Bristol ‘16, 

Marcie (Baria) Bristol ‘81, P’16, Jamie Brouse, John Brunner ‘15, Helly (Schwalm) Bullwinkel ‘72, 
Katie Cantagallo ‘20, Phyllis (Horine) Carlson ‘64, Leslie Carney ‘00, Stacey Carpency ‘16, Stacy 

(Scicchitano) Caruso ‘95, P’25, Tyler Chadwick ‘13, Kim Cipolla ‘90, Kyle Cohick ‘20, Rich Conti ‘63, 
Patrick Cook P’25, Lexie Corcoran ‘22, Shirley (Parker) Curry ‘58, Eleanor (O’Connor) Dallabrida 
‘72, Emily Delanty ‘16, Thomas Delanty P’16, Megan (Blamble) Dho ‘95,  Diane Dickey ‘66, Sydney 

Dickinson ‘22, Chelsea Dieck ‘13, Anthony DiFazio P’24, Rich Dionne ‘96,M’98, Brooke Echnat 
‘21, Mimi Elder P’98, Gillian Fabijanic ‘22,  Susan (Ball) Faeder ‘76, Sara Fenstermacher ‘08, Gail 

(Wade) Firestone ‘67, P’89,’93,’94, Bethany Fitch ‘23, Pam Fornero P’24, Pete Fritts ‘60, Erin 
(Braun) Froelich ‘96, Abigail Garrett ‘17, Ilene Garrett P’17, Evan Gingrich ‘15, Kourtney Ginn ‘12, 
Karen Gregory P’18, Mackenzie Gross ‘21, Richard Gross P’23, Brent Guenthner P’22, Meredith 
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Jeff & Pam (Martindell) Rank ‘75, Lauren Scott ‘17, Rachel Sherbill ‘09, John Shinske ‘87, Andrew 
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Generous support by the Bucknell Association for the Arts, Richard A Klein Theatre 
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Benson Fund have made guest artists’ residencies, master classes and workshops 
for our 2024-25 artistic season possible.


