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One Christmas Eve at

Evergreen mall



(he/him) is a first-year psychology major and hopes to add a theatre major
as well. He is a part of the best, and only, improv club on campus "We

Brake For Nobody" and has been in nine productions, three of them being
Cinderella! His favorite gift that he's ever received is a gold bracelet given

to him by his great grandmother as a graduation present.

(he/him) is a first-year majoring in economics and psychology from Lahore,
Pakistan. He has found his place behind the scenes as a playwright, crafting

stories that unfold on stage. He’s often drawn to any space that lets him express
this love for writing. Purple is his favorite color, because it symbolizes life and is

vibrant and full. 
One of Shah’s most cherished gifts is when his parents surprised him with a

bouquet on his birthday. For him, flowers are more than just gifts; their scent
carries the essence of those who give them, staying with him long after they’re

gone.

MAX

(she/her) is a first-year undecided engineering major. Her favorite color is
blue. And she enjoys food from around the world. She has joined the
Society of Asian Scientists & Engineers (SASE) and Society of Physics

Students (SPS). Her favorite gift she has received for her birthday is a time
turner from Harry Potter.

Austin Alvarez

Shaheryar Asghar

Max Biear

Minglang Du



(he/they) is a first-year creative writing major. He is a member of the
Rooke Ringers and enjoys playing D&D. Their favorite prior roles
have been Janis in Mean Girls and Cinderella’s Prince in Into the

Woods, and one of the best gifts he’s received is a nice fountain pen.

(he/him) is a chemistry major from Shamokin (Pennsylvania). In high
school he was a part of 8 shows. Outside of theatre he is a part of the

a cappella group Beyond Unison. He’s worked at Knoebels
amusement park in the funnel cake stand.

Jacob’s favorite gift that he’s received is a replica of the World Cup
ball from the 2022 World Cup.

(she/her) is a first-year majoring in theatre and minoring in dance and she is
so excited to be a part of the community here! Along with One Christmas Eve
at Evergreen Mall, some of her favorite shows have been The Prom, Clue, and
A Midsummer Night’s Dream. She is also part of the Bucknell Dance Company
this semester! Her favorite gift that she’s ever received is a book signed by all

her teachers from preschool to senior year.

(they/them) is here from beautiful Pomona, California. Their favorite
previous roles include Mrs. Whatsit in A Wrinkle in Time, and Dogberry in
Much Ado About Nothing. Once, they went to Taiwan for Christmas, and

their aunt gave them a bowl of peanut soup that Kadence still thinks about.

Miles Dust

Jacob Erdman

Julia Fiorello

Kadence Hsieh



(she/her) is a first-year philosophy and theatre major! Some of her favorite
recent credits include Legally Blonde (Vivienne), You’re a Good Man, Charlie

Brown (Linus), and The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (Marcy). You
can also catch her in Bucknell Voice Lab’s production of Speed Dating, Tonight!
this March! In addition to performing, she has a passion for writing poetry, and

is a published author. Her favorite gift she has received is her best friend’s
lucky bracelet, given to her before moving into college.

(she/her) her major is chemical engineering from Vietnam. She took an intro to
theatre class during high school but this is her first show. She is excited to have an

opportunity to explore herself, have fun, and maybe consider taking a minor in
theatre. She loves MATCHA and RAMEN NOODLES so much! If engineering

doesn't work for her, she wants to be a stand-up comedian. So she hopes that this
show will be a chance for her to be funny. Minh’s favorite gifts for holidays are

food, cute jewelry, and cute stuffed animals (she loves bunnies). 

(they/them) is a first-year music education major whose favorite candy is
REESE'S Peanut Butter Cups. Michy has been involved in shows in high

school such as Much Ado About Nothing, Deadwood Dick or a Game of Gold,
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, and Pippin. Their favorite gift

they've ever received was a pair of headphones from their brother before
they left for college. They're excited to be a part of the show!

(she/they) is a first-year psychology major from outside Boston. They
are a member of GSA and the acapella group Two Past Midnight, and

can’t wait to be involved in more theater at Bucknell! Her favorite gift
she’s received is spontaneous tickets to see their first Broadway show,

Matilda, that she got to see with one of her best friends.

Bella Kowalski

Minh Le

Michy Michaud

Charley Miklus



(she/her) is a first-year student majoring in international relations on the pre-
law track. She has been acting since middle school but is so excited to

participate in her first of many Bucknell productions! Outside of theatre, Anna
is a member of the pre-law society, DiscipleMakers Christian Fellowship (DCF),

and Bucknell's figure skating club. She enjoys working on research in the
political science department and has recently started writing for The

Bucknellian—the student-run newspaper on campus. Her favorite gift she's
received is a diamond necklace from her grandfather. 

 (she/her) is a first-year studying political science and theatre. Her favorite gift
that she has ever received was a music box after her performance as Belle in
Beauty and the Beast. Some of her favorite roles include Rapunzel in Into the

Woods, Sally Brown in You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, and Ensemble in
Fiddler on the Roof. Jenna is a member of the Bucknell Choir, Voice Lab, and

Hillel on campus, and she looks forward to being involved in more shows with
Bucknell Theatre for the next 4 years! 

(he/him) is a first-year studying markets, innovation, and design. He loves
painting and listening to Taylor Swift, and the best gift he's ever received
was a surprise going-away party from his high school friends. This will be

Aaron’s first theatre performance!

(she/her) is a first-year linguistics major and translation studies minor at
Bucknell. Sasha's favorite roles include Into the Woods (Little Red Ridinghood),

Little Women (Amy March), James and the Giant Peach (Spiker), Urinetown
(McQueen), Annie (Grace Farrell), and Peter and the Starcatcher (Captain

Slank). In addition to performing, Sasha also loves costume and fashion design,
drawing, creative writing, baking, and animal care. Sasha's favorite birthday gift

is a pair of upcycled thrifted denim shorts with hand embroidered
embellishments from a friend.

Anna Nykanen

Jenna Raiss

Aaron Ruohoniemi 

Sasha Shectman



(she/her) is a first-year theatre major. Along with One Christmas Eve at
Evergreen Mall, some of her favorite shows she has been a part of include Into
the Woods, Clue, and Mamma Mia!, and can’t wait to be a part of more shows
at Bucknell! She is also a part of Beyond Unison, one of the a cappella groups

on campus. Her favorite gift that she’s ever received was an engraved bracelet
from her grandmother.

(she/her) is a first-year linguistics major. Her past acting adventures
primarily include scare acting at an amusement park for the Halloween
season, as well as some productions at her summer camp in northeast
Pennsylvania. Her favorite gift she’s ever received is a wallet from her

host mom in Chile. She looks forward to continuing to perform at
Bucknell!

Abby Spitzmiller

Claudia Stutzman

Director’s Bio
Tessa Brizhik is a junior psychology and linguistics double major, with minors in Russian and

theater, from Poolesville, MD. Throughout her time in Bucknell’s Theatre & Dance
Department, Tessa has become well-known for always saying “yes” to any role in a

production. Primarily an actor (and huge proponent of the understudy position!), her past
shows here at Bucknell University include Kodachrome, 2022 (Mystery Novelist), Gross

Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde, 2023 (Narrator #1, Shaw, Others), The One Act
Play that Goes Wrong, 2023 (Female Swing), and Men On Boats, 2023 (Powell and Others

Understudy). A year ago, Tessa began her directing journey with Cocktail Theater’s Closing
Doors, 2023 and later assistant-directed The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, 2024.
Tessa has even tested the stage management waters in the past here at Bucknell, assistant-

stage managing Lost Girl, 2022.

Tessa is super grateful to be directing the 2024 First- Year Showcase: One Christmas Eve at
Evergreen Mall! This production explores the wide range of emotions that accompany the
holiday season and mirrors the feelings of starting college. She hopes to have fostered a

strong, supportive community for the first-year cast and crew, creating a fun, holiday-
themed experience for everyone involved. Enjoy the show!



DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE & DANCE

Catri Barba………………………………………visiting dance technique (fall 2024)
Ashlyn Baruti..visiting theatre history, dramatic literature and performance
Nicole Blodig……………………………………..entertainment technology assistant
Katie Hanes.........................................................................academic assistant
Heath J. Hansum, co-director of theatre................. lighting and sound design
Carly Holzwarth ....................................................costume design and history
Anjalee Deshpande Hutchinson, chair………............acting, directing, devising
Mark Hutchinson, co-director of theatre...................tech, stage management
Gary Grant…………………………..visiting acting (fall 2024), professor emeritus
Kelly Knox, director of dance.................................dance technique and theory
Dustyn Martincich............................theatre and dance technique and theory 
Sierra Pete..................................................................costume studio manager
Natalie Shoch.......................................................................assistant costumer
Bryan M. Vandevender….theatre history, dramatic literature (on sabbatical)
F. Elaine Williams …………....................scenography (on sabbatical fall 2024)
 Jaruam Xavier……………………………………………..…dance technique and theory

Generous support by the Bucknell Association for the Arts, Richard A Klein
Theatre and Dance Endowment, the Skvarla Family, the Office of the

President, and the Benson Fund have made guest artists’ residencies,
master classes and workshops for our 2023-24 artistic season possible.

Theatre and Dance respectfully acknowledges and recognizes our
responsibility to the original and current caretakers of this land, water and
air: the Susquehannock peoples and all of their ancestors and descendants,

past, present and future. We live and create our art here within the
Bucknell community and we strive to honor those caretakers of this

homeland in our presence and work

Taking photographs, and the use of recording devices are strictly
prohibited. Please turn off your cell phones and other electronics before the

performance begins. Thank you.

Special Thanks to Hutch, Heath, Dustyn, and Ariel for intimacy
choreography and mentoring, the Bucknell Outdoor Education & Leadership

(OEL) for helping with props, Professor Capaldi from the animal behavior
department for helping with props.



2023-2024 Theatre and Dance Contributors

Laurie Aburdene P’98,’00, Robin Adams, Georgia (Lenfest) Armstrong ‘69,
M’92, P’89, Chuck Arnao ‘69, P’14, Justine Bailey ‘10, Emma Battle ‘22, Jill

Baumbach ‘14, Ashley (Elder) Bishop’98, Nancy Boo P’25, John Bravman
and Wendelin Wright, David Bristol P’16, Isabelle Bristol ‘16, Marcie (Baria)
Bristol ‘81, P’16, Jamie Brouse, John Brunner ‘15, Helly (Schwalm) Bullwinkel

‘72, Katie Cantagallo ‘20, Phyllis (Horine) Carlson ‘64, Leslie Carney ‘00,
Stacey Carpency ‘16, Stacy (Scicchitano) Caruso ‘95, P’25, Tyler Chadwick

‘13, Kim Cipolla ‘90, Kyle Cohick ‘20, Rich Conti ‘63, Patrick Cook P’25,
Lexie Corcoran ‘22, Shirley (Parker) Curry ‘58, Eleanor (O’Connor)

Dallabrida ‘72, Emily Delanty ‘16, Thomas Delanty P’16, Megan (Blamble)
Dho ‘95, Diane Dickey ‘66, Sydney Dickinson ‘22, Chelsea Dieck ‘13,

Anthony DiFazio P’24, Rich Dionne ‘96,M’98, Brooke Echnat ‘21, Mimi
Elder P’98, Gillian Fabijanic ‘22, Susan (Ball) Faeder ‘76, Sara

Fenstermacher ‘08, Gail (Wade) Firestone ‘67, P’89,’93,’94, Bethany Fitch
‘23, Pam Fornero P’24, Pete Fritts ‘60, Erin (Braun) Froelich ‘96, Abigail
Garrett ‘17, Ilene Garrett P’17, Evan Gingrich ‘15, Kourtney Ginn ‘12, Karen
Gregory P’18, Mackenzie Gross ‘21, Richard Gross P’23, Brent Guenthner

P’22, Meredith Haberfield ‘23, Michelle Haitz ‘13, Morgan Hall ‘23, Greg
Hart ‘10, Meg (Frye) Helsel ‘98, Margi (Pew) Hill ‘74, Richard Hoffman P’24,

Margaret Hoffman P’24, Karen Hoyle P’04, Brittany Hurley ‘17, Hope
Hutchinson, Liana Irvine ‘20, Lisa Jacobs P’24 Richard Johnson ‘84, Megen
Karakelian ‘93, Faith (Hunter) Kimberling ‘92, P’23, Jillian Kimberling ‘23,

Robert Kittell P’22, Richard Klein ‘69, Joseph Koletar ‘60, M’61, Cheryl
(Klinger) Lease ‘84, Millo Lazarczyk ‘21, Carole Levesque-DuBose P’23,

Isabelle Levesque-Du Bose ‘23, Lisa Lu GP’24, Sarah Lynch ‘81, P’14,’16,
Bob Mandel ‘67, Jane Mandel, Diane (Trumbower) Mankin ‘56, Bethany

(Haines) Martin ‘08, J Suena Massaquoi P’19, Rhatia Mays P’23, Eric Molitor
‘01, Kristin (Dite) Monty ‘97, Lisa (Senkowski) Murphy ‘82, P’14,’17, William

Nelson ‘90, Deb North P’04,’06,’07, Lisa Olson P’24, Cara O’Neill ‘22,
Marisa Patti ‘16, Whitney Patton P’26, Dana Pardee ‘22, Edward Pierce

P’25, Jack Pyper GP’16, Jeff & Pam (Martindell) Rank ‘75, Lauren Scott ‘17,
Rachel Sherbill ‘09, John Shinske ‘87, Andrew Sidman P’08,’11, Brian

Simon P’18, Pamela Simon P’18, Kurt Skvarla ‘10, Trey Snow ‘16, MB Sodini
‘90, Donna Spinweber ‘81, P’08,’10, Mary Ann Stanton ‘89, Mallory Steffey
‘19, Elizabeth Suczewski ‘17, Melanie Taylor ‘99, Jeffrey Urenko P’25, Robin
Urenko P’25, Christine (Francello) Van Benschoten ‘72, Renne Venico ‘22,
David Vosbikian P’22, Richard Wagner P’94,’01, Diana Wallet ‘22, Adam

Weiss ‘96, Linda (Ensminger) Welch ‘67, Johnelle (Raggi) Whipple ‘98, Josh
Wilkinson, and the Bucknell University Board of Trustees.


