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Speaking About The Author and The Play

Federico Garcia Lorca was born near Granada in 1898. This poet drama-
tist, musician and artist—friend of Dali, Bunuel and De Falla—first won
recognition for his recitals of poetry while a student at the University of
Madrid. His first play, The Butterfly’s Evil Spell (El maleficio de la mari-
posa), was written in 1919, but he devoted the next years to poetry. The col-
lection of poems entitled Gypsy Balladeer (Romancero gitano) established
his reputation as a poet and also made evident his favorite themes of love,
force, renunciation and death. In 1929 he visited New York and Vermont,
and Poet in New York came as a result of this trip to the United States.
Blood Wedding (Bodas de sangre) written in 1933, is the first play of a rural
trilogy which includes Yerma and The House of Bernarda Alba.

A newspaper account of an incident that took place in southern Spain
provided Lorca with the idea for the plot of Blood Wedding. But after a
long period of gestation the event from reality was transformed by the poet
into a fatal action to be performed by the men and women of his own world,
a world in which there is an easy mingling of fantasy and fact, of poetry and
prose. In Lorca’s poetic microcosm we are confronted with the personifica-
tions of his private symbols. The Moon and a Beggar Woman, a knife and
a horse, these are the symbols and servants of Fate; their collaboration is a
malevolent one. And we also find that most of his “real” characters are name-
less folk types who help to bring about their own tragic destinies by ad-
hering blindly to a code of honor that is as dry and sterile as the lands some
of them struggle to live on.

The prophetic poet is saying that for certain individuals, those for whom
the life force is a dark stream where evil lurks, escape from blood and vio-
lence is impossible. How clairvoyant the poet’s vision seems when we con-
nect this message with the circumstances surrounding his own untimely
death. During the Spanish Civil War, in July 1936, supporters of the Fascist
regime took Lorca from his home to a place on the outskirts of Granada,
shot him, and left his body in an unmarked grave.
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SCENES

PROLOGUE

ACT ONE: Secne 1 — The Bridegroom’s House
Scene 2 — Leonardo’s House
Scene 3 — The Bride’s House

ACT TWO: Scene 1 — Outside the Bride’s House

Scene 2 — The Same

ACT THREE: Scene 1 — A Forest

Scene 2 — Una plaza

Somewhere in Spain during a Month of the Mind.

t 3

There will be a brief curtain between scenes, and
a short intermission between acts.
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THINGS ARE HAPPENING . .. at

“THE PLACE® ashop just

for you who are individualists —

BROZMAN'S
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THIRTY-FOUR YEARS AGO
In February 1935, the first production of Blood Wedding opened on
Broadway at the Lyceum Theatre. In that early translation by J. A. Weiss-
berger, the play was called Bitter Oleander. Nance O’Neill played the moth-
er, and Eugenie Leontovich played the part of the bride. It ran for 24 per-

formances.

Avid theatregoers, during that same month, might have seen Tallulah
Bankhead in Rain, Katherine Cornell in Romeo and Juliet, Judith Ander-
son in The Old Maid, Ina Claire in Ode to Liberty, Alfred Lunt and Lynn
Fontanne in Point Valaine, Elizabeth Bergner in Escape Me Never, Leslie
Howard in The Petrified Forest, and Michael Chekov, who was appearing
in repertory with the Moscow Art Players.
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LEWISBURGER
Hotel—Motel

Made Famous by its

Delicious Food
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HELEN G. LYONS

Gift Shop

335 Market St. Lewisburg, Pa.
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TO GET
MEN
AT YOUR FEET
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If you’re going to a wedding in the
near future, or to a party, or even
downtown, you’ll want to check out
the Lyons Shop’s new line of spring

fashions,

You may want to try and catch
an usher’s eye in a smart new dress
or make a grab for the bouquet in

one of our new tunics and matching

O

flare pants. If you’re going to be

lying out in the hot Latin sun either
before or afterwards, you’ll also want
to look over the selection of chic
sombreros and flashy bikinis and cut-

out swim suits.

After the reception, dressed in a
body shirt and colorful scarf or sash,
you’ll have all the eligible men left

clustered around you at your beck

S R

and call.

OUTFITTED by the Lyons Shop,
you’ll have a fantastic time. The only
risk you run is outshining the bride—
or perhaps distracting the groom. But
if you happen to be her friend, you
can eliminate this danger by telling
her about our bridal salon. If not,

well, all’s fair in love and. .. ..

The WLyons
Shop

Market Street

o
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Lewisburg
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REED'S

103 So. 6th Street
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Lewisburg, Pa.

STAFF FOR THE UNIVERSITY THEATRE

Director
Designer and Technical Director

Technical Assistants

We wish to acknowledge the kind
assistance of:

Mr. Thomas W. Summers, Mrs. Gladys E.
Cook, Mrs. C. Willard Smith, Mr. Hugh
McKeegan, Mr. Robert Lyons, Theatre
Production Service, Miss Gale Stillman,
Ligetts’ Riding Stable, Mr. Mills F. Edger
tion, Miss Jeanne M. Chew, Miss Beatrice

E. Gonzalez, Mrs. Elizabeth Condon.
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REA & DERICK, INC.

Harvey M. Powers, Jr.

Joseph McCarthy

Mike Wise

Eric Jones

Al Ford

Penny McGowan
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B. 0. DAUBERT, INC.
Plumbing, Heating
and
Air Conditioning Services
STORES AT

Lewisburg — Sunbury
Bloomsburg — Selinsgrove
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more fun out of gardening . . . and better
gardens, too. Come in soon. Let us help
you select the guide to bring you green-
thumb magic. (Free gift wrapping, t00.)

Bucknell . Bookstore

READING FOR GARDENERS!

Wise gardeners go by the book. And the

bcoks they go by are waiting for you in eur

store. Whether you grow one violet or acres

of lawn, there are books to help you get
-
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