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Warning: During this performance, loud startling sound effects will be heard.
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NOTES

Joe Orton was born in 1933 in England. After making a note to hot up What the Butler Saw
studying on full scholarship at RADA, Orton met when | came to the rewrite. Sex is the only way
his live-in lover, Kenneth Halliwell. Leading a to infuriate them. Much more f—ing and they'll
flamboyantly homosexual lifestyle, the two biescmaming/liohysterics: in no time.
collaborated on several works, for which only from John Lahr’s biography
Orton received literary credit. Within several Prick Up Your Ears
years of writing his first play, Orton’s name was
known throughout England. In 1967, in the midst Orton’s humor was reflected in both his plays
of his budding fame, Orton was brutally and diaries. His humor bites:
murdered in his sleep by a jealous Halliwell who Greek paederasty was a noble idea. | hope one
then killed himself. What the Butler Saw was day to see it practiced in this country alongside
found completed in his room during the murder the Christian virtues of Love Thy Neighbor and
investigation. Turn The Other Cheek.

Prick Up Your Ears
Orton’s diaries, discovered after his death, reveal

a bitter man, shunned from society due to his If we live in a society that is free of social
sexual preference and eccentricity. Orton turned organization, will the result be liberation of the
this prejudice around and used it to shock his self or madness from disorder? This is one
audience: question posed by Orton’s What the Butler Saw.
Kenneth...tells me of the latest group in Karen McCann

America—complete sexual license. ‘It’s the only
way to smash the wretched civilization, | said,
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