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Department of Theatre and Dance presents

The Seagull
by Anton Chekhov
Translated by David French
Directed by Whit MacLaughlin
Set and Costumes designed by Anthony Mileto

Lights designed by Heath Hansum
Sound designed by Michael Robb

Cast (in order of appearance):

Mashatec Bttt e e e Julie Stanford
Medvedenko s soiuiy india sl Uy e i L Brian Vettoso
IR b e sk oo i i B B Vs s ok Alex Yastremski
SORINESE S s 0 o G L s B Rt i e Robert Gainer
Nakave s et s R SR e R S Donald Jones
N e i B Larissa Grason
Bl Tus Wt A Sl e R e s Daniel White
POMAL o or e e e Vanessa Jones
S R SR S R AL R SR R David Sawyer
ATKANdA 2 L e s s Jessica Alexander
1 R b T R R S Bernard David Zilinskas
1 BV L M e K s el IR e S S L Shannon M. Kearns
I e o e e o A N S e s Jill Raleigh

Time: There is an interval of two years between acts three and four.

Place: The grounds and the house of Sorin’s estate.

There will be one 15 minute intermission between acts two and three.

Smoking, the taking of photographs, and the use of
recording devices are strictly prohibited.

The Seagull cast, photo by Debra Cook.



Director’s Notes

I had a teacher who taught me that Chekhov’s plays present actors
with the greatest of challenges. Struggle with Chekhov and you
are struggling with the very core of the central problem of acting—
that is, the creation of full, living, breathing human beings. Fall
short, and you can flop big. So, why did we undertake The Seagull
on a college campus with young, relatively inexperienced actors?

I'm not sure. I was discussing the play the other day with Slava
Yastremski, a professor of Russian language and literature at
Bucknell. He was speaking passionately (as Russians are wont)
about Chekhov as the Russian “Shakespeare.” Productions of
Chekhov’s plays and the way that the plays are interpreted are like
barometers in his country. The Russian people see whatever is
uppermost in their minds and hearts at any particular time in the
particular twists and turns of Chekhov’s (all too human) human
beings. The plays are a bottomless pit into which each generation
throws its particular obsessions. The pit is never filled.

Yikes. Well, what, I ask myself in a panic, is The Seagull about? Art
and artists? Youth, age, and the “generation gap?” Families? Love
and its difficulties? The toll exacted by commercialism? The pass-
ing of time? The World Soul? All of these things, and more.
Besides, Chekhov called the play a comedy ... but it’s so damned
sad! What are we supposed to make of this?

As I write this note, I begin to understand what Slava was trying
to tell me. And I begin to understand the value of this challenge to
young people. Chekhov, a doctor, undertook the task of charting
the anatomy, inside and out, the very soul, of his people, with all of
its eccentricities, warts, bumps, curves, sickness, health, and great
beauty. A complex, impossible task. Yet how worthwhile! And
how splendid to be able to undertake this task, ourselves, here on
a wonderful college campus, with a perceptive, intelligent, and
quite charming cast of young Americans. The whole thing, impos-
sible as it is, fills me with hope for the future. That hope is a heal-
ing force. Perhaps the doctor in Chekhov would be pleased.

Whit MacLaughlin

Special thanks to Everhart Museum, Laurie McCants, Nikolai Guzov,
Slava Yastremski, Jim Van Fleet, Bloomsburg Theatre Ensemble, Sandy
Sojka, Alex Yastremski, Iris & Sarah Gainer, Bloomsburg University
Theatre Department, and Out-N-About Sporting Goods.
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