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This production is lovingly dedicated in memory of
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Professor of English and Theatre, Emeritus, 1923-1993
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Director's Notes
Teachers play a powerful role in shaping a child’s innocent, trust-
ing mind. This role, often undervalued in our society, teaches chil-
dren not only reading, writing, and arithmetic, but also how to
think about themselves as part of society.

The Children’s Story raises some interesting issues regard-
ing the education of today's children. How can we teach children
to think critically and still respect authority? Who should have
the power to determine the subject matter in public schools?
How can children recognize when someone manipulates their
thoughts? How should religion be approached in school?

Who is to blame for the tragic events that we see in The
Children’s Story? According to James Clavell, we are. In today's
world of latch-key kids and double income families, teachers play
a more crucial role in the shaping of our children’s value systems
than ever before. Parents often fail to involve themselves in their
child’s learning process, leaving the decisions regarding the edu-
cational and moral growth of their child in the hands of someone
else.

About the Author

James Clavell was born in Australia in 1924. In 1951 he
moved to the US and became a citizen in 1956. He is perhaps
most recognized for his novels about Eastern Asia, Shogun,
Noble House, and Whirlwind. He has also written several screen-
plays including The Great Escape, which is based on a true story.

The Children’s Story, also a true story, was inspired by his
daughter. His daughter came home from school one day asking
for a dime if she recited the Pledge of Allegiance correctly. After
receiving the dime, her father asked her what “pledge” and “alle-
giance™ meant. She frowned. She did not know what these long
words meant. The fact that her teacher would ask his daughter
to memorize something without explaining the meaning startled
Clavell. This act of omission by the techer drove into Clavell the
great influence teachers have on their students.
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