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There will be two 10 minute intermissions.

DIRECTOR’S NOTES

The scene is familiar. It happens each Thanksgiving or Christmas,
whenever the college student comes home for a break. After dinner with
everyone seated around the dining room table chatting amiably about
who got married and who moved into the neighborhood, she boldly
issues forth on a hotly contested issue — abortion, El Salvador,
presidential politics, topics guaranteed to engage her parents, in spite of
themselves, in an argument that leaves everyone infuriated. In the 60’s,
the generation gap was blamed for every social evil from family rifts to
rock 'n roll. This dynamic does, indeed, have a kind of universal
persistence or, at least a dramatic potential, if we think of Orestes or
Hamlet or Gregar Werles coming home and creating havoc with the
family whose values seem old fashioned, dangerous or even warped. In
the 80’s, the generation gap has taken on the status of a fundamental
developmental stage, a necessary part of an adolescent’s psychological
individuation and identity. At the same time, the content of these family
disputes, the positions taken and the ideologies declaimed, frame a
political history, a chronicle of changing needs and values.
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This production is a Participating entry in the American
College Theater Festival (ACTF). The aims of this national
educational theater program are to identify and promote quality in
college-level theater production. To this end, each production
entered is eligible for adjudication by a regional American College
Theater Festival representative. The production is also eligible for
inclusion at the ACTF regional festival. Eight ACTF regional
festivals are produced nationwide each year, and from these
festivals up to six productions are selected to be part of the
noncompetitive ACTF national festival at the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts each spring. ACTF also sponsors
regional and national level awards, scholarships, and special
grants to student actors, playwrights, designers, and critics.

Last year more than 800 productions and 17,000 students
participated in the American College Theater Festival nationwide.
By entering this production in ACTF, our department is endorsing
the ACTF goals to help college theater grow and to focus
attention on the exemplary work produced in university and
college theaters across the nation.



