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GUYS & DOLLS is performed with a fifteen-minute intermission. Smoking,
the taking of photographs, or the use of recording devices is strictly prohibited.
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NOTES

Damon Runyon — American journalist and short story writer, b. Manhattan,
Kansas, October 4, 1880, d. December 10, 1946, became famous for his colorful
stories about the New York underworld, which carefully recorded its slang and
dialect. His best-known work, GUYS & DOLLS (1931), was turned into a
Broadway hit in 1950.

Groliers Encyclopedia

“The thing to remember about Runyon is that he was born in Kansas and didn‘t
reach Manhattan until he was 26. His love for his adopted town is the helplessly
romantic ardor of a pilgrim who found his Mecca. That romance is built into the text
of GUYS & DOLLS, into which the hoods and chorus girls engage in no vio-
lence, never mention sex and speak in an exaggeratedly polite argot that is as
courtly and dese-and-dose vernacular.

Frank Rich, New York Times

“Damon Runyon invented the Broadway of GUYS & DOLLS and the Roaring
Twenties — the era, not the streets — neither of which existed, but whose names
and phrases became part of theatre history and the American language. .. He
made gangsters so enjoyable that they could walk off a page and across a movie
screen. .. He stressed fine, upstanding, dishonest people who fell in love, often to
the sound of gunfire that sounded harmless. . .

Damon Runyon by Jimmy Breslin

“The Runyon merriment was, and is, chiefly an achievement of language — the
language of gamblers, hoodlums, chorus girls and cops that he acquired by listen-
ing, then infused into his stories, and is therefore credited with inventing. It is a
nonesuch argot, and he uses it like no other writer who came before or after him. In
the best of his short stories there is a comic fluency in this invented tongue, an orig-
nality of syntax, a fluidity of word and event that is wondrous to encounter.”
William Kennedy, novelist

“In the last 30 years, everybody has become highly sensitive... When they wrote

this play, it was supposed to be a satire and a joke on everything. It still is. I really

hope that we in the theatre, New York, and the United States, the world do not lose
our sense of humor and our ability to laugh at ourselves.”

Mrs. Gene Loesser (1995), widow of the

lyricist & composer for GUY'S & DOLLS
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