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Guest Director’s Note
The past few years have been burdened with an unimaginable amount of change. When the ground is con-
stantly shifting and the path forward seems dangerous, it is tempting to root in place and petrify into something 
unmovable. But, as we know, change is inevitable, and there is no real safety in stagnation. As painful as it is, 
the only way out is through. 

But of course, with change comes grief. Sometimes that grief is small and painless, swallowed up in the 
sunshine of a new moment. Sometimes it is fickle and misshapen, flouncing in at unexpected moments and 
flamboyant in form. Sometimes it is thoughtful and persistent, like a personal heirloom, passed faithfully from 
one day to the next. And then there is the special grief of knowing that the You from before is well and truly lost. 
This is where we meet Wendy: stuck like a fly in amber, unable to restore what has transformed, and unwilling 
to face the unknowns that lie ahead. 

Like Wendy, we each have a choice. We can curl up in memory, reject the turning of the world, and believe that 
in our obstinance, we have control over the transfiguration of life itself. Or we can make friends with our grief, 
drag it out into the sun, and live even though we know it will ache and break and change. 

My hope is this: that you come away from this production of Lost Girl turned ever-so-slightly towards the sun 
and towards the promise that, no matter what, tomorrow will be different.



DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY 

Casey Venema (she/hers) is a Cleveland-based director, actor, and intimacy choreographer focused on unique and un-
explored narratives- particularly those centering women’s voices. Recent directing credits include Athena (Rubber City 
Theatre x University of Akron), Emilie: La Marquise du Châtelet Defends Her Life Tonight (Bucknell University), You Can’t Take 
It With You (Little Theatre of Virginia Beach), I’m Alive You Bastards And I Always Will Be (Night Bloom Theatre Co.), and a 
filmed reimagining of Hedda Gabler (Equality Productions). You can next see her directorial work in French Creek Theatre’s 
production of Steel Magnolias. 

Casey is also the resident intimacy director for Dobama Theatre and has worked as an intimacy director for several oth-
er theatres in Northeast Ohio including Cain Park, Karamu House, Seat of The Pants, Chagrin Valley Little Theatre, and 
Playwrights Local. When not directing or intimacy directing, Casey is usually performing. You can next see her on stage as 
“Francesca” in Jacket of Blue, a brand new play featuring original jazz and folk music. 

To keep up with Casey’s theatrical adventures, follow her on Instagram @caseyvenem8 or drop her a line at

www.caseyvenema.com.

CREW BIOGRAPHIES

Tessa Brizhik ‘26 (Assistant Stage Manager) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Kodachrome (Mystery Novelist).

Eliza Greenberg ‘24 (she/hers) (Stage Manager) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Appropriate (Sound Operator), Crumbs from the Table of Joy 
(Sound Operator), Fun Home (Assistant Stage Manager, A2).

Nabeel Jan ‘23 (he/him) (Assistant Director, Understudy for Tinker Bell) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Appropriate (Assistant Director, Fight 
Captain), OxyContin Follies (Director), I’ve Been Going Through Something (Action Designer, Gaffer), Kodachrome (Director).

Jennaye Pointer ‘26 (she/hers) (Assistant Stage Manager) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Kodachrome (Stage Manager).

Olivia Schroeder-Positano ‘25 (she/hers) (Assistant Stage Manager) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Fun Home (Assistant Stage Manager).

CAST BIOGRAPHIES and Childhood Memories

Yasmine Adams ‘24 (she/hers) (Toodles, Therapist) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Love/Sick (Louise Overbee); The DMV One (Woman); As 
You Like It (Martext); Appropriate (Ainsley and Assistant Stage Manager); Fun Home (Small Alison).

“I remember summoning up my own pair of imaginary friends- get this- they were Twins: Kiki and Kooka. Kiki was the ‘angel 
child’ and Kooka was the ‘problematic one’ whom I blamed most for my faults. ‘Yasmine, did you get juice on the roof of the car?’ 
‘No mom, Kooka did that!’”

Madison “Maddie” Buckley ‘24 (she/hers) (Nibs/Detective) - Harrisburg Area Community College: Vermillion Sunset (Assistant Stage 
Manager); I Always Knew You Were Around (Assistant Stage Manager); Hansel and Gretel (Hansel and Props Master); Carmageddon 
(Costume Coordinator).

“I remember playing dress-up with my sister...we could be whatever we dreamed.”

Joselyn Busato ‘24 (she/hers) (Krista/C) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Please Have a Seat and Someone Will be With You Shortly (Sue); 
Caution (Rachelle).

“I remember having a dream that I was scuba diving in Antarctica and got stuck under the ice. My older brother did a cannonball 
and broke through to save me.”

Kieran Calderwood ‘24 (Slightly) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Love/Sick (Mark); Bliss (Apollo Understudy); Appropriate (Rhys); Hapox 
(Detective Hayes); Electra (Orestes).

“I remember when I was a wee lad dreaming that I was jumping about in a field of iridescent foam and trampolines that extended 
off in every direction as far as my eyes could see.”



Harper Dick ‘25 (They/Them) (Curly/Doctor) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Fun Home (Assistant Stage Manager).

“I remember using sticks in my backyard as a sword, imagining that I was a Knight fighting in battle on top of a fallen tree.”

Bethany Fitch ‘23 (she/hers) (Wendy) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Love and Information (Ensemble); Dancing in the Afternoon (Jill); The 
Revolutionists (Olympe Understudy); Truth, Beauty, Authenticity (Ensemble); As You Like It (LeBeau); Appropriate (Toni).

“I remember exploring in the woods around my family’s cabin and pretending like I was surviving out in the wilderness alone. I 
was probably only a few feet away from our house.”

Reid Fournier ‘24 (Peter) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Love/Sick (Keith); The DMV One (Man); Taming of the Shrew(s) (Petruchio); Caution 
(Director); Little Shop of Horrors (Orin).

“I remember on my fourth birthday party I got a poster with a map on it... that night, I dreamt that a wicked witch was traveling up 
the map on her way to my house. I woke up and thought the witch was at my door, so I ran to my parents room to stay safe. I still 
don’t know whether that wonky, wretched, wicked witch was actually there...”

Paige Gilmartin ‘26 (she/hers) (Boy) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Kodachrome (Librarian).

“I remember pretending my backyard swing-set was a horse that could fly me to far away places. I used to travel all around the 
world, just in my backyard.”

Libby Hoffman ‘24 (she/hers) (Nina) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Love/Sick (Liz); Soup (Alex); Taming of the Shrew(s) (Katharine); Electra 
(Fury Chorus).

“I remember dreams of having a pet crocodile that followed me around everywhere. Santa brought me a stuffed one for Christmas 
that year, but to me, it was real!”

Vivian Kuang ‘25 (Callie/B) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance Debut.

“I remember dreams wearing pink tutus and tiaras, twirling around in circles, drinking pink lemonade while reading Pinkalicious. 
Suddenly I’d wake up, staring at my pink alarm clock.”

Anne Parsons ‘25 (she/hers) (Swing) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Anxious People (Z); About What Matters (Curled up Woman).

“I remember when I was young I would walk around in a cowboy hat with my pet Pegasus and dream about elaborate adventures 
we would go on.”

Caroline Pritchard ‘26 (she/hers) (Cora/A) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Kodachrome (Photographer I).

“I remember a dream where I was Flat Stanley... It was a nightmare.”

Jonathon Seitz ‘26 (he/him) (Swing) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance Debut. (he/him)

“I remember a dream where I wrestled a whale and I won.”

Grace Woodhouse ’25 (Mother) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Anxious People (K); Appropriate (Cassidy Understudy, Assistant Stage 
Manager); OxyContin Follies (Ginger); Electra (Warrior).

“I remember dreams over the course of my life all narrated by this slow, ominous voice. It used to scare me; now, I find it 
comforting.”

Mackenzie Zerbe ‘25 (she/hers) (Swing) - Bucknell Theatre & Dance: Electra (Female Swing).

“I remember a dream where I was a mermaid in a pool and there were flat paper zombies falling from the sky...Luckily for me they 
couldn’t get in the water!”
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The Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival, part of the 
Rubenstein Arts Access Program, is generously funded by  
DDaavviidd  MM..  RRuubbeennsstteeiinn. 
   
Special thanks to The Harold and Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust for 
supporting the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts’ 
Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival. 
 
Additional support is provided by The Honorable Stuart Bernstein and 
Wilma E. Bernstein; and the Dr. Gerald and Paula McNichols 
Foundation. 
 
Kennedy Center education and related artistic programming is made 
possible through the generosity of the National Committee for the 
Performing Arts. 
 
This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American College 
Theater Festival (KCACTF).  The aims of this national theater 
education program are to identify and promote quality in college-level 
theater production.  To this end, each production entered is eligible 
for a response by a regional KCACTF representative, and selected 
students and faculty are invited to participate in KCACTF programs 
involving scholarships, internships, grants and awards for actors, 
directors, dramaturgs, playwrights, designers, stage managers and 
critics at both the regional and national levels. 
 
 Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for 
invitation to the KCACTF regional festival and may also be considered 
for national awards recognizing outstanding achievement in 
production, design, direction and performance. 
  
Last year more than 1,500 productions were entered in the KCACTF 
involving more than 200,000 students nationwide.  By entering this 
production, our theater department is sharing in the KCACTF goals to 
recognize, reward, and celebrate the exemplary work produced in 
college and university theaters across the nation. 
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Upcoming Theatre & Dance Events
Fall Dance Showcase

Friday, November 11,  7:30 p.m.
Saturday, November 12,  2 p.m.
Harvey M. Powers Theatre

 
Fall Dance Concert

Friday & Saturday, December 2, 3,  7:30 p.m.
Harvey M. Powers Theatre

 
Cocktail Theatre: Evening of One-Acts
Monday & Tuesday, December 5, 6,  Time TBA

Tustin Studio Theatre
 

The One Act Play That Goes Wrong
Friday & Saturday, February 3, 4,  7:30 p.m.

Harvey M. Powers Theatre

When Me Becomes We
Forum Theatre Devised Project

Saturday & Monday, February 18, 20,  7:30 p.m.
Sunday, February 19,  2 p.m. 

Tustin Studio Theatre

Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde
Friday, Saturday, & Monday, March 31,  April 1, 3,  7:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 2,  2 p.m.
Harvey M. Powers Theatre

Choreographer’s Showcase
Friday, April 14,  7:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 15,  2p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Tustin Studio Theatre

Spring Dance Concert
Friday & Saturday, April 28, 29,  7:30 p.m.

Weis Center for the Performing Arts


