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Speaking About The Play

Happenstance, the social pressures of an era, and the response of a pe-
culiarly ironic and unconventional mind brought The Threepenny Opera into
being in 1928. A London revival of John Gay’s The Beggars’ Opera had created
such a stir in the theatrical circles of Europe that Bertolt Brecht’s secretary
translated the work into German and passed it along, scene by scene, to Brecht.
The young poet and playwright was immediately intrigued and began an
adaptation, but Gay’s minor classic underwent a remarkable sea-change in the
process.

Brecht played the action at the time of Victoria’s coronation, dressed his
characters as Edwardians, and conceived the work as a satire on the vicious
bourgeois society of the German of the nineteen twenties. In his notes to The
Threepenny Opera he tells us that it was his intention to write “a sort of
summary of what the bourgeois spectator in the theatre wishes to see of life.”
In effect he wanted to say to his audience, “Now that you see your sense of
values paraded in these togs, how do you like it?”

Paradoxically, his audience liked it fine. When it opened on August 31,
1928, Die Dreigroschenoper was an immediate success. It not only enjoyed
one of the longest runs in Berlin theatrical history, but also proved its inter-
national appeal in subsequent productions throughout Europe and in its seven-
year stand at the Theatre de Lys in New York. Certainly a considerable share
of the success of the work must be attributed to the compatibility of the wed-
ding of Kurt Weill’s sound to Brecht’s sense.

Brecht and Weill’s collaboration, early in Brecht’s career, represented a
mutual influence. Both disliked the large orchestra with its beautiful sound—
preferring instead music that is harsh, racy, modern in tempo, and above all,
modern in spirit. Brecht’s lyrics and Weill’'s music caught the popular ear to
such an extent that Nazi officialdom was thwarted in one of its efforts to
cleanse Germany of “decadence.” In Hitler’'s “Museum of Degenerate Art”
was a room in which the songs from The Threepenny Opera were played over
and over, but the room drew so many enthusiastic listeners that it had to be
closed!

Aficionados will recognize a few changes in the lyrics of the Blitzstein
adaptation. These fresh translations were made in order to bring the work closer
to the spirit and letter of the Brecht text—not simply to introduce “topical”
references that were not there to begin with. Indeed, one of the remarkable
things about The Threepenny Opera is how unfortunately topical it remains.
The themes and images of protest and demonstration, of the exploitation of
poverty, of mindless and immoral war, of police brutality, of the “sell-out” on
many levels—all these are but too much alive today.

For instance, you encounter the simple stage direction, “The police round
up the beggars.” What sickening vision immediately swims up in your mind?
—H. M. P.
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FOR THAT SOMEONE SPECIAL
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OR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION STOP AT

FOSS JEWELERS

P

: 429 Market St. Phone 524-0886
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If you want to look like a Three-
penny beggar, we suggest J. J.
Peachum’s Beggars’ Outfit Shop for
the latest in rags. But if you want
to look “in,” we suggest The Lyons
Shop for the latest in glad rags.

People stop to look at beggars,
but people will stop to stare at you
if you're wearing eye-catching bell-
bottoms from The Lyons Shop. If
there is a chance you might run into
Mack the Knife, why not be wearing
an attractive body shirt with all the
new in-look accessories, scarves,
vests, watch chains and sweaters
with fur.

If you’re planning on attending a
wedding feast in a stable or any
other fancy affairs like hangings,
why not wear a mini-dress or bell-
bottom ensemble in crepe, velvet or
satin. It’s that different look in
cocktail dresses.

So girls don’t be caught dead
looking like a beggar—if Mack the

Knife should call—meet him in an
outfit from

The Lyons
Shop

Market Street Lewisburg
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B. O. DAUBERT, INC.

Plumbing, Heating
and
Air Conditioning Services
STORES AT
Lewisburg — Sunbury
Bloomsburg — Selinsgrove
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“Bank Services For You”

at

LEWISBURG TRUST

and Safe Deposit Company
“The Doorway to Modern Banking”

Third and Market Streets
MEMBER F. D. L. C.
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Future Cap & Dagger Productions

THE BIRTHDAY PARTY

BLOOD WEDDING

LYSISTRATA
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by Harold Pinter

Dec. 12, 13, 14

Directed by Laurie Campbell
by Garcia Lorca

March 13, 14, 15

Directed by Manuel Duque
by Aristophanes

May 8, 9, 10

Directed by Harvey Powers

THINGS ARE HAPPENING . .. at

“THE DPILAQECE®® ashop just

for you who are individualists —

BROZMAN'S

400 Market — Lewisburg
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Compliments of

103 So. 6th Street
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THE -
LEWISBURGER
Hotel—Motel

Made Famous by its
Delicious Food
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We wish to acknowledge the kind
assistance of:

The Lyons Shop
Mrs. Marvin Lowe
Dr. George Kunkel
Mr. Leonard W. Renninger
Costumes by Eaves
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REED'S

Lewisburg, Pa.
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THE WARDROBE

Louise AND ESTHER NEFF

234 Market St. Lewisburg
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Compliments of

STEIN'S FLOWER SHOP
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REA & DERICK, INC.

Finest Toiletries and Drug Supplies
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Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Candland
Mrs. Harol_d Cook
Mr. Manuel Duque
Mr. and Mrs. Mark C. Ebersole
Mrs. Guy R. Erdley
Mrs. John T. Fetherston

. and Mrs. Brown Focht

. and Mrs. John E. Gale

. James A. Gathings

. and Mrs. W. C. Geiger

. and Mrs. Anthony Gosse

. Blanchard Gummo
. and Mrs. James D. Hammerlee
Mrs. E. J. Hartman
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EYAMS
COMING *

Count on it!
NOW IS THE TIME TO PREPARE.

Books for the
SCHOLAR
STUDENT
FIRESIDE READER
THINKER
DREAMER

Stop in and brouse and let a book be your
next temptation,

Boeb DPlamend

Bucknell U. Bookstore
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