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Director’s Notes

“I no longer know the beginning. I am in the middle on a line between
the beginning and a point toward which I chose to go.” So the women of the
chorus lament our plight. Eden, the Ideal, is behind us and ahea:d, who knows?
The only certainty is that our present direction is a product of our past de-
cisions. Those ideas and images which dominate our consciousness today have
their origins in Eden. We go back there to explore the myth of creation for a
clue to our present way of life. What is deeply engaging in the Genesis myth
is the discovery that its assumptions are even today bases of a lot of the choices
we make. Thus, there is a link between us and the Garden. We go back into
the past, not to relive it, but to celebrate the present in the light of the in-
fluence of the past on man’s experience today. What is life in the twentieth
century like? Where are we at? What are the boundaries we are stuck at and
how have they become fixed? The Serpent compels us to look at our lives and
our experiences at this point in time - the now. What is the outcome of our
exploration? Where are the answers? The ideas, the images, the questions are
all there; we’ve raised them together, but only you can supply the connections.
They are there too, in the dreams locked inside your head, and The Serpent is
waiting to free those dreams.

T.F.L. II
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The Song

By the light of the silvery moon

I want to spoon,

To my honey I'll croon love’s tune.
Honeymoon keep a shinin’ in June,

Your silvery beams will bring love’s dreams,
We’ll be cuddlin’ soon

By the silvery moon.
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The show will be performed without intermission.
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The Style of The Production

In 1963, Joseph Chaikin, dissatisfied with conventional modes of ex-
pression in theatre, began a long term experiment in an effort to break new
aesthetic ground. This experiment, known as the Open Theatre, was comprised
of about thirty-five actors, playwrights, and directors who gave of their time
and abilities without pay, working in the fifth story loft of an old building on
West 14th St. The group flourishes today in the same loft with three widely ac-
claimed collaborative works as testimony to the success of their efforts. The
first, America Hurrah, is three powerful satirical images of the national sick-
ness, while the most recent, Terminal, is based on the group’s meditation on
death, the Last Judgment, and reincarnation. As Chaikin says, “It is about a
conspiracy to make death relevant only to others, never to oneself, a conspiracy
to concede that we all die. . . .” The second of their three works is, of course,
The Serpent. The company has toured European capitals and American cam-
puses or played without charge in its studio where spectators sit on mattresses
or on the floor.

As their work requires an opening up to unknown possibilities through im-
provisation and collaboration, control is inimical to it. The form of their col-
laborative effort comprises the four-dimensional language of sound, gesture,
rhythm, and silence. Probably the most unique element in their work is their
commitment to collaboration. When the group decides upon a theme, Chaikin
and his actors analyze it in all its ramifications, not only by lengthy discussion
but also in concrete artistic terms. Through improvised attitudes and responses,
they create the play as they go along, and establish form and content simul-
taneously, the one a natural outgrowth of the other. Out of this technique has
come a kind of ensemble playing which depends heavily on quick transforma-
tional responses and a kind of play built of drastic images which are not held
together by conventional linear devices.

Where and how do we start with a work as unstructured as The Serpent?
Van Itallie and the Open Theatre provide us with a mere skeleton to which wc
must add the flesh. The text provides an open-ended structure which the actors
use as a springboard; but the first steps of such a collaborative work are to si-
multaneously develop an ensemble feeling and a vocabulary of image and action.
The method combines group discussion of the themes and ideas in The Serpent
combined with more concrete game play and improvisation. In a university
situation, restrictions of time necessarily limit experimentation and the director
must quickly find ways to select the most cogent form among possible images
the actors have introduced. It is of primary importance that the actors and the
director remain flexible and quickly adaptable to change, where that change
means enlargement of a particular image, or solidification of the essential impulse
of a scene. As Van Itallie says, “the only criterion finally, of whether or not to
follow an impulse in the piece was: Did it work for us or not, in our lives, in
our thought, and in the playing on the stage.”

4

The Production Staff

AR AR

STAGERMANAGER "0 ). s oin S0 - o Stonemiian e 1w Anne Swoope
ey UM S B w M T Marc Feinberg
Eric Jones, Jeff Hickman, Mike Wise, Becci Nisley, Sue Firmstone, Stanley.

Webber.
STAGE CREW, | ot i )L S L 080 ise il Charles Landau
169 e = b wr Tl et Wans S S YOS AR S el i Vo Dave McKenna, Bob Drake

Millard Nachtwey, Rick Gardner, Roger Geer, Chris Francello, Alan Per-
antoni, Greg Prowant, Jack Blyskal, Karen Eble, Tom Frielle, Dave Miller,

Sue Bolstrum.

$7040 173 VAR AL B L ST o e TSRS L NS Charles Barber
PATNTINGYE Ll 0 fediii o ol o - 5 b OB, B i Martha Weitzel
Sue Firmstone, Kathy Bechtol, Roz Mason, Ellen Sculley, Bill Wycherley,
Pat Dieter.
COSTUMES AND MAKE-UP ____________ Ruth P. Brinen, Judy Thompson
POSTERS oy S0 e Lavs b S Lol il Sl ) - —-__ Carol Bethards

Chris Francello, Cindy Lude, Eric Jones, Doug Grove, Rene DeSalvatore,
Doug Warman,




COMPLIMENTS

OF

BROUGH’S

THE WARDROBE

Louise and Esther Neff

234 Market St. Lewisburg

" dots by Jacques Monnat

FOR THAT SOMEONE SPECIAL

OR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION STOP AT

429 MARKET STREET

FOSS JEWELERS

—Located at—

Just Below The Campus Theatre

PHONE 524-9886

COMPLIMENTS
OF

JACK McMICKLE
BLUE Q

ARTS
BAKERY AND
DELICATESSEN

Corner of 5th and Market

<

-’ \’

COMPLIMENTS
OF

Wagner’s
Stationery

HELEN G. LYONS
GIFT SHOP

335 Market St. Lewisburg, Pa.




BULL RUN INN

3 6TH AND MARKET STREETS

A Good Place To Meet
Friends After The Play

ROWE’'S GULF SERVICE
Gas, Oil, Tires & Batteries
Road Service - Motor Tune-up

24 HOUR SERVICE

MOTEL and RESTAURANT

ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTLY

8th & Market Sts  523-9911
) COMPLIMENTS
OF BROADT'S .
Lewisburg FURNITURE
Builders Lewisburg, Pensylvania
Supply
COLONIAL CREST Arnold’'s American

Wheel Alignment
Tune-up Service

IN OUR COCKTAIL LOUNGE | Minor Work
236 N. Derr Drive
Rt. 15 South 524-0653 524-0045
Rea & Derick

LEWISBURG. PENNA.

FINEST TOILETRIES AND DRUG SUPPLIES

The 1970 -

THE ALCHEMIST
a rollicking Jacobean Comedy
by BEN JONSON
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THE SERPENT
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by J. C. VanITALLIE
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ALL NEW FABRICS
FOR THE

NEW STYLES

The women of Troy — bereft of
their homes and their men, their
clothing in rags and tatters — certain-
ly would have gotten a boost in
morale wearing the finery to be found
at the Lyons Shop. History might
have taken a different course had
they spoken to their enemies dressed
in the filmy gowns and beguiling
robes found at our store on Market
Street.

Cassandra could have foreseen all
manner of good omens dressed in a
silky and colorful lounging outfit;
Andromache and Hecuba could have
shopped together, for a pantsuit looks
ideal for young and old alike. As for
Helen — her beauty would have been
enhanced a thousandfold attired in an
evening gown of the latest design.

The Greeks have the classic ideal
of feminine beauty to their credit —
add to your own wardrobe with clas-
sic fashions from the Lyons Shop.

The Lyoms Stkop

Market Street Lewisburg
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