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CAP AND DAGGER

presents ®

Peter Weiss’

THE PERSECUTION AND ASSASSINATION OF

JEAN-PAUL MARAT
AS PERFORMED BY THE INMATES
OF THE ASYLUM OF CHARENTON
UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE
MARQUIS DE SADE

English version by Geoffrey Skelton
Verse adaptation by Adrian Mitchell

Directed by HARVEY M. POWERS
Mousical Direction by RuUDOLPH PALMER

Set Designed by JAMES D. LYON, JRr.

Lighting Designed by ROGER GEER

BUCKNELL UNIVERSITY THEATRE

Lewisburg, Pennsylvania

October 22, 23, 28, 29, 30, 1971
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Director’s Notes

We began by trying to translate the historical facts into some kind of
theatrical reality. The year in Weiss’ play is 1808: Marat and most of the other
characters bearing names are dead, and the Terror of the Revolution has given
way to the complacency of the Empire under Napoleon. In 1808 the Marquis
de Sade was indeed an inmate in the Charenton Asylum, and M. Coulmier was
indeed permitting him to write and stage “amateur theatricals.” As a matter
of historical fact, de Sade did not write a play about Marat. Immediately after
Marat’s assassination in 1793, de Sade wrote a highly emotional speech in
praise of Marat, but that was a political ploy.

Other bits of history found their way into our production. For example,
for the flagellation scene, we looked to the incident in de Sade’s life in which
a young girl refused to whip him with a cat-o™-nine-tails until she had warmed
up, so to speak, with a broom.

This, then, is the immediate theatrical reality which we tried to keep in
sight. A certain evening in 1808—de Sade alive and more or less well in Coul-
mier’s prison asylum—the presentation of a play about Marat, Corday, and
others, with inmates playing the roles—the play written by de Sade who has also
written himself into it. As we worked on the play, however, the edges of our
immediate reality began to blur.

This began to happen when our actors playing inmates (who, in turn,
are actors playing other roles) asked themselves, “What is it to be mad?”
Answer: it is to have our perceptions short-circuited in some way—for example,
to see what is not there, or to see what is there as something else. And then we
said, “How like the process of acting or, for that matter, the experience of watch-
ing a play!”

Let’s look at it from your point of view. During much of the time you are
. watching a play you remain conscious of actors pretending to be people who
don’t really exist. But, if the play is well done, there are moments when this
consciousness fades and you are caught up, you identify, you suspend your dis-
belief, you surrender to another “reality.” Call it what you will, your percep-
tions are short-circuited, at least momentarily. In these moments of pleasant
madness your eyes, ears, breathing, and heartbeat are involved with some-

thing which your reason could tell you is not “really” there.

The theatrical experience for the actor is similar to yours; indeed his
moments are often responsible for your moments. During these moments, he
begins to lose sight of the reality of “putting on a play” and his perceptions are
short-circuited in some way. He begins to see, hear, and feel what is there as
“really something else.”

It is this experience which Weiss has built into the substance of his play.
M. Coulmier’s patients, already disoriented (by “normal” standards), are the
ideal actors to re-live the Terror of 1793. The inmates playing Marat and
Corday, already experiencing a “reality” that is not ours, are readier to put aside
the fact that they are not Marat and Corday. Put it another way: Weiss makes
it necessary for the actor who plays the inmate who has been chosen to play
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Marat to go repeatedly beyond the inmate-actor and seek a closer identifica-
tion with the character of Marat himself. You, then, experience a slippery set of
“realities”—a sliding back and forth between actors playing parts, inmates as
actors, and specific identities. The latter (Marat, Corday, etc.) are dislocated
by the situation in which they find themselves.

There are of course many ways to approach this remarkable play. Here
we are merely suggesting that the play forces us to move from one level of
theatrical reality to another, and that the nature of this movement is central
to the experience of theatrical performance. In MARAT/SADE, Weiss carries
this movement through unexpected cycles.
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Setting: The Asylum of Charenton

Time: July 13, 1808

There will be one brief intermission.

The Wind in the Willows

A children’s play, The Wind in the Willows, by Kenneth Grahame, will be
presented Saturday, November 6, at 2:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. in Coleman
Theatre. Admission is one dollar; children 12 and under will be admitted with-
out charge. Performances will also be held on November 4 and 5 for the ele-
mentary children of the Lewisburg Area Schools. We wish to acknowledge the

support and cooperation of the Lewisburg PTA in this project.
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dot by Jacques Monnat

Compliments
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THE WARDROBE

Louise and Esther Neff

234 Market St. Lewisburg

FOR THAT SOMEONE SPECIAL
OR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION STOP AT

FOSS JEWELERS

—Loeagted &t—

429 MARKET STREET

Just Below The Campus Theatre

PHONE 524-9886

TROUTMAN’S
PHARMACY

D. A. Troutman, Reg. Ph.
202 Market Street
Phone 524-0684

La Casa De Pizza
(The House of Pizza)

DELICIOUS PIZZAS
—Hot Oven Grinders—

4 216 Market Street
Phone 523-9333

BRUNO’S
HOUSE OF FASHION

431 Market Street
Lewisburg, Pa.
Phone 524-0790

HELEN G. LYONS
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335 Market St. Lewisburg, Pa.




Rea & Derick
LEWISBURG, PENNA.

FINEST TOILETRIES AND DRUG SUPPLIES

COMPLIMENTS fossich COMPLIMENTS
OF ' OF
Lewisburg ' Fisher’s
Builders Supply  § Meat Market
Company ’ and
N. 5th St. Lewisburg Locker Plant

DUTCH PANTRY

FAMILY RESTAURANTS
“Wonderful Good Food”

Hummels Wharf Sunbury
910 N. Fourth St.

(Liquor Available)

On Routes
11 and 15

Open 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 p. m.

BANQUET FACILITIES AND GIFT SHOP

OUR 1971 - 1972 SEASON

OCTOBER 22, 23, 28, 29, 30, at 8:30
MARAT/SADE
directed by Harvey M. Powers

! DECEMBER 3, 4, 9, 10, at 8:30 and DECEMBER 4, at 2:00
A FLEA IN HER EAR
directed by Ronald Hornbeck
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MARCH 2, 3, 4, 9, 11, at 8:30 and MARCH 4, at 2:00
JOE EGG

5 directed by Edward Denny

APRIL 27, 28, 29, at 8:30; MAY 5, 6, at 8:00 and APRIL 29, at 2:00
MAN OF LA MANCHA
directed by Harvey M. Powers

——Watch for Listings of Cocktail Theatre Productions——

The
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LEWISBURG 3

Lewisburg, Pennsylvania
1865—1971

Heimbach Lumber
Headquarters for
Lumber & Building
Supplies

528 St. Louis Street
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BULL RUN INN

6TH AND MARKET STREETS

serving the wonderful
Lewisburg-Buffalo Valley Area
A Good Place To Meet sindeo1

sttt Dial 524-2231 » Lewisburg
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GIFTS THAT WILL
LAST A LIFETIME

LEWISBURG INN oo
%e e/le‘ goa/

411 MARKET ST. LEWISBURG
Original Oil Paintings
Pottery - Sculptured Pieces
Jewelry - Ceramics

101 MARKET ST.

LEWISBURG, PA.

Leather Crafts
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COMPLIMENTS OF

LEWISBURG
NATIONAL
BANK
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Air Conditioning Services

o s g

EEEEE TS ESESSS

Made Famous by its
Delicious Food LEWISBURG

I

Cole’s Hardware

523-1284 ]
HARDWARE & PAINT
BUILDING & ELECTRICAL
SUPPLIES

230 MARKET STREET
LEWISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
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THE PIZZA HUTCH

PIZZAS and HOAGIES
of every kind

— Campus Delivery —

Open until midnight weekdays
Open until 1:30 am. Fri. & Sat.
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VY §

ROSS STUDIO
AND CAMERA STORE

Cameras — Films
Film Processing

WICKES §
{ LUMBER COMPANY

South Side of U.S. Route 11,

425 Market Street 4 Miles West of Danville
y
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania

Phone (717) 275-4170

§ vvvvv REISH BROTHERS, INC. i

S
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434 MARKET STREET
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% PHONE: 523-5283 j
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THE BLUE HOUSE
Antiques

28 North Second Street

Lewisburg, Pa.
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LEWISBURG TRUST
AND SAFE DEPOSIT CO.

“The Modern Doorway To
Complete Banking Service”

Third & Market Streets
Lewisburg, Pa.
MEMBER F. D. I. C.

Sew what’s new .

with fabric from

Bendls

3 319 Market St. Lewisburg ¢

There’s a Modern Miss sitting in the
theatre

waiting as we all are for Marat and
de Sade to appear

Her maxi is smart, shoes chic, and
you’ll note

the bold print scarf loosely tied
about her throat

Her date agrees so it’s not pre-
sumptous in us

to say that she looks phenomenally
fantabulous

Fortunately for those of you who wish
to dress

with individually yet similar success

this Modern Miss shops nearby

in a store with a selection to catch
every eye

The name of the store is
The Lyon’s Shop

where each member of this audience

is invited to stop

The Lyons Skos

Market Street Lewisburg




Slip into a
subtfe symbol of
scholastic status

Created by John Roberts

NOW AVAILABLE AT

Bucknell U. Bookstore
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