


SYNOPSIS

Duke Senior has been banished from the court by his usurping
younger brother, Frederick, and many lords, including the
melancholy Jaques, have followed him into exile to the Forest of
Arden.

Rosalind, Duke Senior’s daughter, falls in love with Orlando, the
youngest son of the late Sir Rowland de Boys, when he comes to
the court to try his fortune in a wrestling match, but then she too
is banished by her uncle, the usurping duke, whose daughter,
Celia, accompanies her into the forest. The princesses disguise
themselves; Rosalind becomes the boy, Ganymede, Celia, the
boy’s sister, Aliena. They take with them Touchstone, a court
fool. Orlando flees to the forest to escape the tyranny of his older
brother, Oliver, who has plotted to kill him at the wrestling.

In the Forest of Arden, Orlando meets Ganymede, and goes every
day to ‘him’ to talk of love and woo the ‘boy’, who impersonates
Rosalind. Phebe, a shepherdess spurns the love of a shepherd,
Silvius, but herself falls in love with Ganymede. Touchstone
meets a peasant girl, Audrey ...

All these unions are eventually sanctified by Hymen, the god of
marriage, and after the spiritual conversation of Duke Frederick,
possessions and positions are restored to their original owners.

[Courtesy of Royal Shakespeare Company]

ECHOES FROM ARDEN

”...pacing through the forest, chewing the food of sweet and

bitter fancy.”
a%N

“Men have died from time to time and worms have eaten them,
but not for love.”
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